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“Not Your Own” 


By Ida A. Guirey 
1 Cor. 6:19 


OT your own, but His who bought 
you 
Shed for you His precious blood 
Everlasting life to give you, 
Make you thus a child of God. 


Not your own, for He has called you. 
Hasten now, His call obey. 

Go wherever Jesus leads you— 
Gladly serve Him while you may. 


O the joy of that sweet freedom, 
Self to lose and Christ to gain, 

Made an heir to that bright Kingdom 
Where His own with Him shall reign. 


All we have we owe the Saviour— 
Less than all how can we give? 
To the praise of our Redeemer 
And His glory may we live. 


Ws 
“Looking Unto Jesus” 


Eyes are the windows of the soul. 
and faces reflect what is in the heart. 
If one observes closely the passing faces 
during a walk of a few blocks on any 
city street, or the faces in the restau- 
rants, the buses, the trains, or the 
trolleys, what does he see? He will see 
written upon them anger, resentment, 


despair, discouragement, fear, pride, self- 





ishness, greed, bitterness, hate, scorn, 
contempt, resignation; but only one in 
a hundred is brightened by real con- 
tentment, joy, peace, and love for others. 
True Christians can sometimes identify 
one another just by their facial expres- 
sions, but unfortunately this is not al- 
ways so. These are days when people 
need the relief that comes from looking 
upon faces not furrowed and darkened 
by anxiety and bitterness, but which show 
forth the calmness and freedom of those 
who really believe their prospects are 
“as bright as the promises of God.” 
Such expressions are not the result of 


— 


introspection, or of gazing helplessly at 
circumstances, or peering fearfully into 
the future; but come only from “looking 
unto Jesus.” Stephen, in. the midst of 
the wicked Jewish Council, had “the 
face of an angel,” but this was because 
he “looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God” 
(Acts 6:15; 7:55). “They looked unto 
him, and were radiant; and their faces 
shall never be confounded” (Psa, 34:5, 
A.S.V.)* “I shall yet praise him, who 
is the health of my countenance, and 
my God” (Psa. 42:11). 


“The Word of His Grace” 


By Philip E. Howard, Jr. 


A message given at the farewell service in Philadelphia on Thurs- 
day evening, January 21, 1954, for the newly accepted missionaries of the 
China Inland Mission who sailed from New York on the following 


Saturday. 


monthly magazine of the China Inland Mission,. April, 


sian elders at Miletus, the Apostle 

Paul said: “And now, brethren, I 
commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them which are sanctified” 
(Acts 20:32). 

I count it a great privilege and re- 
sponsibility to be asked to speak this 
evening to you who are soon leaving for 
foreign fields, and I should like to take 
as my text these words from Paul’s 
message: “I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace.” While this 
is sometimes taken to refer to the whole 
Bible, the Word of God—and rightly so 
—yet it seems to refer primarily to the 
good news of God’s grace, and I should 
like to bring before you this evening 
three aspects of His wonderful grace 
toward us. 


I: HIS farewell message to the Ephe-- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For I know that my redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth” 
(Job 19:25). 




















The article is reprinted by permission from the Millions, the 


1954. 


I, Hts CONDESCENDING GRACE 

In 2 Corinthians 8:9 we read, “For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.” Let us 
notice here: 

1. What He gave up. The Lord Jesus 
Christ left His home and His glory in 
Heaven for our sakes. We can have 
little conception of the beauty and won- 
der of that home, and the contrast be- 
tween that and what the Lord Jesus 
endured on this earth was very great. 
He came “out of the ivory palaces” (Psa. 
45:8) to the simplest kind of life on 
earth. He knew what it was to be home- 
less and poor. In His. prayer to His 
Heavenly Father He spoke of “the glory 
which I had with thee before the world 
was” (John 17:5). All this He volun- 
tarily gave up. 

2. For whom He did it. The Lord Jesus 
made this sacrifice for us who were sin- 
ners. He did not wait until we were 
righteous, for in one of the most beau- 
tiful declarations of the Gospel in Scrip- 
ture we read that “God commendeth his 
love toward us, in that, while we were 
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yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 
5:8). 

3. Why He did it. He gave up His 
heavenly riches and became poor that 
we might be rich in Him. 

In all this we see the mind and the 
example of Christ. Speaking of the 
seven downward steps which the Lord 
Jesus took in coming to earth and going 
to the cross, Paul writes, “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). And we have also 
the example of His sinless, self-sacrific- 
ing life. Because the term has been 
abused, and some have taught that we 


can be saved through following Christ,’ 


we have become somewhat afraid of the 
word “example.” But it is a good and 
Scriptural word: “For even hereunto 
were ye called: because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21), 

May this condescending grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ keep you steadfast 
and unmoveable as you go out to the 
field and face trials of many sorts, such 
as difficult climates, illnesses, unpleasant 
living conditions, and perhaps even the 
problems of varying personalities. 

As you remember the condescending 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, it will 
help to guard you against discourage- 
ment. 

II. Hts ENABLING GRACE 


Not far from the first passage on grace 
that we have just considered is another: 
“And God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you; that ye, always hav- 
ing all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). 
As you look carefully at this text you 
will see that it has seven significant 
words all beginning with the letter “A”: 
able, all, abound, always, all, all, 
abound; “all” is used three times and 
“abound” twice. Surely this gives us a 
® picture of great abundance and complete 
sufficiency, for seven is the number of 
divine perfection and three recalls the 
Trinity. Here the grace of God is shown 
to be more than enough to meet all our 
needs, 

In the following verses Paul quotes 
from the Old Testament (Psa. 112:9), 
and prays for personal blessing on the 
ministry of his readers. The whole con- 
text in this chapter is about giving. You 
have given up your home and loved 
ones and surrendered all to the Lord 
Jesus, sO you may count on Him for 
strength for every task that you may be 
called on to do. It often happens, when 
one undertakes a new form of Christian 
work, that some requests seem unrea- 
sonable and some tasks impossible. But 
God is ready and willing to enable you 
to do everything that is clearly your 
duty. He will give grace for language 
study, for preaching in a new language, 
for colportage, for the hardships of travel 
in a foreign land, and to solve the prob- 
lems as they come before you, 
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This is His enabling grace, which will 
equip you for your work. 

When Mrs. Howard and I were ready 
to leave for Belgium in 1922, as mission- 
aries of the Belgian Gospel Mission, we 
received a letter from Mr. Roger B. 
Whittlesey, then treasurer of the China 
Inland Mission, which I have prized ever 
since. I hold the original jJetter in my 
hand, and I should like to read parts of 
it to you. 

“As this comes into your hands,” wrote 
Mr. Whittlesey, “you will be aboard your 
steamer, and perhaps a bit of a ways on 
your journey towards Belgium. I do 
hope that both Katharine and yourself 
will prove to be excellent sailors, and 
that the journey will be a very happy 
and helpful time for you. See all you 
can, on board ship, everywhere. If con- 
ditions will permit of it make the ac- 
quaintance of the Chief Engineer, and 
see the ‘works’ of the boat! They are 
worth seeing!! Never join the ranks of 
those who think sanctification means 
shutting your eyes to everything!! 

“My love and esteem for you both says 
how nice it would be if I could only go 
with you, and be with you in your serv- 
ice, helping, suggesting, warning, etc., as 
the: case might demand. But how fool- 
ish would such a procedure be, if it 
were possible!! We shall serve you best 
as we pray for you, daily asking God 
to do for you in His way, which will 
be infinitely richer and fuller and better 
than our best. 

“God’s way of speaking to you, and of 
getting at you, will be through His 
Word. Dwell in it, therefore. Begin 
each day with a portion of it. Pray for 
grace to see when He is speaking to 
you: and for grace to adjust yourself 
to what He thus shows you! Do that 
and you will be a successful Christian 
and missionary wherever you are. 

“There is one thing, however, I want 
to mention in particular, and feel sure 
you won’t mind my doing so. If it has 
not already been done, somewhere in 
mid-Atlantic just dump overboard all 
the supposed superiority we Americans 
think we have over most other folks! 
Enter Belgium merely as a sinner-saved- 
by-grace, and not as an American! Of 
course, in one sense, we must never for- 
get our nationality, and must carry our- 
selves in a way to honor our native land 
—but you know what I mean. Don’t be 
going around with a chip on your shoul- 
der looking for your rights. I do'not 
say this because I have seen anything in 
you which leads me to think it necessary, 
for, as far as I have observed, you are 
free from it all. I do know human 
nature a bit, though, and you will need 
to keep close to your Lord to prevent 
this sort of thing coming into your life. 

“Mr. Hoste once said to me as I was 
about taking up a new and responsible 
post, ‘Mr. Whittlesey, you may expect 
all the honor and esteem you are worthy 
of receiving, and no more!’ A good text 
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is, ‘Let your yieldingness be known unto 
all men’ (Phil, 4:5, margin).” 


III. His SusTAINING GRACE 


Still in the same Epistle with the two 
other verses on God’s grace is this fur- 
ther word which presents a third as- 
pect of it: “And he said unto me, My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness, 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me” (2°Cor. 12:9). 
There are three things in this text and 
its context that we shall do well to 
notice. 

1. The messenger of Satan. In verse 
7, Paul writes that he had a thorn in 
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet 
him, and he twice gives a reason for it: 
“Lest I should be exalted above meas- 
ure.” Although you young people do 
not look this evening as if you had 
thorns in the flesh, yet you may have 


(Continued on page 1094) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Times Missionary List 


I am writing to inquire regarding 
your listing of faith Jewish missions. 

The Board of this mission would like 
to have it added to your list. Would 
you kindly advise your requirements, 
and just what we should do to be 
eligible for your listing—A mission 
superintendent. 

The Times never did publish a list 
comprising only Jewish missions. For 
many years it published a list entitled 
“Suggestions for Your Christmas Giv- 
ing,” which came to be known popu- 
larly as “The Christmas Giving List.” 
But the maintenance and publication 
of the list became so complicated 
that it was abandoned last year. Its last 
appearance was in the issue of Novem- 
ber 28, 1953, beginning on page 1025, 
when the list contained 197 titles—92 
foreign societies and 105 home organiza- 
tions. 

The Trmes has now prepared a much 
shorter list containing the names ‘and 
addresses of over 100 nonprofit organ- 
izations whose work depends primarily 
on voluntary contributions, and who 
have been advertising in the Tres dur- 
ing 1954. The list has been prepared as 
a service both to readers and advertisers, 
and copies may be had free upon request 
by advertisers or readers who need them. 
As far as the Trmes has been able to de- 
termine, they are sound in doctrine and 
in their business management, and the 
Times is glad to commend them as 
worthy of the gifts of Christian people. 
Requests for copies of the list should 
be addressed to the Advertising Man- 
ager, Mr. H. Trumbull Howard, The Sun- 
day School Times, 325 North 13th St., - 
Philadelphia 5, Pa, 
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When the Crowning Day Came for the Bootblack 


Why the detective shadowed the little Protestant 
passenger on a Colombian river steamer 


“Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life” (Rev. 


2:10). 

a | : . 
inform you that we have with us 
on board a Protestant passenger. 

I have authority from the priests to 
shut up in prison, or put to death, such 
heretics and enemies of our holy Ro- 
man Catholic Church. It is my inten- 
tion to kill him by throwing his body 
into the river.” 

It was a detective of Colombia’s secret 
police who spoke these words to the 
captain on a Magdalena River steamer. 

“Senor,” answered the captain, “on 
board this steamer I have the responsi- 
bility for the passengers, and I permit 
none of them to be killed here. Wait 
till we land somewhere. There you can 
do what you wish with the Protestant.” 

While this conversation was carried on 
a young boy was talking to a lady pas- 
senger. His topic was the same wherever 
he came into personal contact with his 
fellow countrymen: how he had found 
Christ as his Saviour and the joy and 
victory he had obtained in Him. 


FEEL it as my duty, Captain, to 


Life on a Low Plane 


Carlos Julio Tovar had been from child- 
hood an orphan and street urchin in his 
native Colombia town of Cucuta. If any- 
one lived on a low plane it was Carlos. 
Nights found him sleeping under some 
park bench, and in daytime his interest 
in people did not reach higher than four 
inches from the soles of their feet—for 
he was a bootblack. So little did he 
care for his own appearance that he let 
his unbathed body stink in the tropical 
heat while his scanty, ragged clothing 
barely covered his back. 

But then something happened which 
opened the eyes of Carlos to iife’s real 
values. One night he passed by the 
evangelical chapel from which he heard 
music and song. Obeying an impulse 
he stepped inside, and, contrary to the 
general custom of strangers entering 
there, did not stop in the back but pro- 
ceeded forward, finding a seat in the 
front pew of the church. The ragged 
street boy, seated a few feet away from 
the pulpit, caused considerable curiosity 
in the audience. 

In the weeks that followed Carlos con- 
tinued attending regularly the meetings 
in the chapel, but no external evidence 
indicated that he was under the trans- 
forming power of the Gospel. Often the 
missionary leading the meetings felt em- 
barrassed by having before him, in the 
front pew, the ragged, dirty street 
urchin. He had little faith in the possi- 
bility of God’s transforming power when 





Mr. Eikland is in charge of the East 
Coast Center of the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission. He has had four 
terms in South America—1920-1950— 
which were spent partly in Vene- 
zuela and partly in Colombia. He 
and Mrs. Eikland were the first 
TEAM missionaries to establish a 
mission station in Colombia (1923). 
They organized a church which has 
for many years been self-supporting, 
self-governing, and self-propagating. 
Besides his work in the office of 
TEAM in Brooklyn, he is today tak- 
ing part in the evangelization of 
Spanish-speaking people, including 
Puerto Ricans, in metropolitan New 
York. 





seeing his unchanging, vagabond-looking 
exterior. 

But something had begun to clean up 
the inside of Carlos. The light of truth 
had been kindled in his mind, and his 
inner man was taking a bath in that 
“fountain opened ... for sin and for un- 
cleanness.” Soon his external appear- 
ance changed. He obtained clean clothes 
and came clean-faced to the meetings. 

The barefooted bootblack got new shoes. 
“Shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace” he began to walk in, the ways 
of the Lord, witnessing about his Sav- 
iour. Carlos became the most active 
member of Cucuta’s Tract League. He 
neven forgot to give a tract, to everyone 
whose shoes he shined. 

Then came the day when Carlos Tovar 
was baptized. The white, clean suit he 
donned that day; the clean, shining face 
wherewith he presented himself in the 
church, and the testimony he gave, to 
many witnesses present there, of his con- 
version, were evidence enough to the 
audience that he was a new creature 
in Christ. They saw before them one 
“girt about with truth, and having on 
the breastplate of righteousness.” 

Carlos Julio continued his shoeshining 
business, but considered his witnessing 
for Christ as his real vocation in life, 
distributing tracts and talking to people 
about their need of a Saviour, wherever 
he went. Then came the new law pro- 
hibiting public distribution of tracts. 
What should he do? Carlos met thou- 
sands of his countrymen who hungered 
after the bread of life. He carried it 
in his pockets. It was impossible for 
him to keep it there, law or no law. He 
continued giving out tracts. As a re- 
sult he got into conflict with the police. 
Carlos was arrested for unlawful distri- 
bution of literature. The missionary had 
to go to the prison to bail him out. 





By the Rev. OLAV EIKLAND 


As in the early days of apostolic times, 
when persecution arose and the Chris- 
tians were “scattered abroad” preaching 
the Gospel, so one day Carlos Tovar 
found it best to leave his native Cucuta 
and look for another field of evange- 
listic labor. After two days’ joumney 
by bus, westward, he arrived in Barran- 
cabermeja in the great Magdalena Val- 
ley. There he joined himself to the 
evangelical church which, under great 
persecution, had grown strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His might. 
The missionary pastor in that church 
had, years before, started a Bible course 
for itinerant evangelists, and under the 
instruction which Carlos obtained in that 
church he acquired a reinforcement of 
his “shield of faith” as well as his “hel- 
met of salvation” and the sharpening of 
“the sword of the Spirit.” He félt he 
needed a strong armor as a “good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ” in the evil times 
prevailing in Colombia. 

One day Carlos was seen boarding a 
Magdalena River steamer, with the sword 
of the Spirit in his hands. With two 
Bibles and twelve Testaments he had 
the intention of traveling down the river 
and among the passengers trying to sell 
them. On this boat was also the officer 
of Colombia’s secret police, who detected 
the boy’s missionary labor, and who saw 
in this act a crime for which only death 
could atone. 

Upon the arriyalof the steamer at Puerto 
Wilches the policemen dragged the boy 
ashore, bringing him to the police sta- 
tion. From there he was sent to the 
slaughterhouse and put to forced labor 
as a wood carrier. His Bibles and Tes- 
taments were confiscated. 


Stabbed, and Left for Dead 


It was while there as a slave laborer 
that he one day was brought “as a lamb 
to the slaughter,” by the police, to the 
river, where they -stabbed him twice 
with a bayonet and threw him into 
the river. Undoubtedly Carlos thought 
that the waters now surrounding him 
were death’s river, but invisible hands 
held him up and night’s darkness hid 
him from his enemies.. Toward the 
morning he crawled up the river banks 
and found his way to an evangelical’s 
home near by. 

The police found Carlos a convalescent 
in that home, after they were informed 
that the Protestante they had stabbed 
and thrown into the river was still alive. 
This time they had to make sure that 
their hated enemy would be killed. They 
clubbed him to death, throwing the body 
again into the river. 

The place where Carlos Tovar suffered 
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martyrdom for Christ comes vividly to my 
memory, There! have often stopped on my 
missionary journeys, waiting for a boat 
on the river, or train into the interior. 
Some pioneer missionary labor I had tried 
to-do, distributing tracts, doing colporteur 
work, and selling Scriptures. Some 
meetings were also held on our stop in 
Puerto Wilches. 

The Magdalena River which flows by 
the town obtained its name from that 
Biblical woman-from whom Christ cast 
seven devils. The river symbolizes well 
this woman before she met Jesus. In the 
rainy season, the river takes the town 
into its filthy bosom when its gray, dirty 
water covers the streets. When it re- 
turns to the dry season river bed she 
leaves the town a stinking place cov- 
ered with mire. 

The people living on Magdalena river 
banks are possessed of the same evil 
spirits Palestine’s Magdalena had before 
they were cast out by Christ. The spirit 
of lawlessness and hatred, unchastity, 
and idolatry, with kindred spirits have 
held rule over the population from time 
immemorial. And now, during the last 
five years, the seventh spirit—the leader 
of them all—has come on the scene: the 
spirit of Roman Catholic fanaticisin. 
“Away with the Gospel spirit who will 
drive out our seven spirit-coalition-oli- 
garchy” is its catchword. 


Solid Foundations 
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But the Magdalena River got the 
honor of receiving in its watery grave 
the body of a Colombian Protestant 
martyr—one of the fifty-two evangelical 
Christians who during the last five 
years suffered death because of their 
evangelical beliefs. 

It was in the last part of February of 
last year (1953) that the crowning day 
came to Carlos—the shoeshine boy. On 
the earthly side of the crowning act 
there was no splendor—only a couple 
of policemen who, with infernal glee 
reflected in their criminal faces, and with 
swearing tongues, carried the body to 
the river where they threw it down the 
sloping bank, seeing it roll into Mag- 
dalena’s gray waters. 

But on the heavenly shore stood an 
angel host welcoming a new martyr. 
And at the pearly gates Christ Himself 
bid welcome to Carlos, saying, “Thou 
hast been faithful unto death, receive 
therefore the crown of life!” 

Note—The truth about Carlos’ mar- 
tyrdom, as told in the above narrative, 
and the incidents leading to it, cannot 
be denied. The story of his conversion 
and baptism, and the like, has been told 
by Missionary Elof Anderson (of 
TEAM), who was the instrument of his 
conversion and who baptized him. 
Carlos’ martyrdom was documented in 
a bulletin issued by the Evangelical Con- 
federation of Colombia.—O. E. 


The Jungle Doctor gets the stones for building 
an infectious ward, and teaches a Bible lesson 


IVING just south of the equator in 
East Africa has all the thrills of 
lions, leopards, and rhinoceroses, and the 
dangers of tropical fevers and sleeping 
sickness. But also the usual, unroman- 
tic diseases occur. One day mumps ap- 
peared at our Jungle Hospital. 
“Mumps,” said Dan, the dispenser, “is 
most uncomfortable; your face swells, 
you can’t eat, your friends laugh at you.” 
“Moreover,” I replied, “when you talk 
to your friends, your relations,.and your 
acquaintances, they cease to love you 
because you pass the disease on to them, 
and then their faces swell, their appe- 
tites disappear, and you laugh at them 
when your face is again comfortable.” 
“Mumps,” said Dan, shaking his head, 
“is truly an uncomfortable disease.” 
“Well, Dan, why tell me all this?” 
“Well, Bwana, I thought it would be 
a good way to tell you quietly that Sam- 
son has mumps. Yah,” said Dan, “he 
has them, too, his face looks like the 
full moon, and is so sore that he can’t 
even complain with comfort. Then, 
Bwana, he thought that perhaps with 
his sore throat some of the special lemon 
syrup that you use for making A.P.C. 


By PAUL H. H. WHITE, M.D. 


mixture would help him. So, Bwana, 
he filled a medicine glass with it when 
I wasn’t looking and he sipped it.” 

I burst out laughing. “He didn’t know, 
Dan, that mumps is a disease of the 
glands that make your saliva, and lemon 
Syrup makes them work very strongly.” 

“Kah,” said Dan, holding his sides, 
“a few minutes after he started sipping 
it, he sat on the stool groaning and 
groaning, and, behold, he’s still groan- 
ing.” 

Now Samson was the first of a real 
epidemic. All over the country were 
people with mumps. Some were very 
sick, some were not so sick, and they 
were the real trouble because they in- 
fected others, and I longed for a ward 
where I could put infectious cases. I 
had a corner of our garden planned out 
as an ideal spot for an infectious ward. 
I had bought, for twelve dollars, enough 
secondhand corrugated iron to roof it. 
The iron was very secondhand, but at 
least it was iron and roofing. A passing 
engineer, some time before, had had the 
misfortune to swallow a chickén bone, 
and I the good fortune to retrieve it 
with the minimum of trouble and a 
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large pair of forceps. He certainly had 
shown his appreciation in a “concrete” 
way by presenting us with two barrels 
of that most valuable commodity. So 
we had our floor and our’ roof, and all 
we required were the walls and the 
trimmings. I called the carpenter and 
instructed him to go out into the jungle 
and cut two dozen poles each eight feet 
long. It was then I noticed the children 
coming out from school. Small boys 
aged about eight, and small girls, many 
of them carrying the smallest member 
of their family on their backs, all of 
them streamed oyt of school. One little 
fellow had a hacking cough. He was 
grasped by the arm by a little boy, 
dressed in a most apologetic pair of 
shorts, and dragged along to me. 

“Bwana, yena nghololo—uh! 
he has got a dreadful cough.’ 

To prove the truth of this the small 
boy did his very best, while I listened 
anxiously for’ that peculiar roosterlike 
sound, the hallmark of whooping cough, 
but it didn’t come. Carefully I listened 
to his chest, he stood solemnly there 
taking deep breaths as requested. An 
admiring crowd of children gathered 
round as I took my stethoscope from 
my ears. One of them said: 

“Has he got the cough that kills, 
Bwana?” A very fitting name, I felt, for 
whooping cough. I shook my head. 

“Not yet; but, if he had, where would 
we put him? We have no place in the 
hospital for people with these diseases.” 

They crowded round. “Bwana, what 
will you do?” 

“Wrong,” I replied. “The point is, 
what will you help me to do? You are 
the ones who get mumps, and whooping 
cough, and measles; you are the ones 
who must help in this matter. I have 
the roof and the floor, but I need the 
material to keep the roof above the floor. 
They laughed. 

“We will help you make bricks, 
Bwana,” they said. 

“No, I don’t want bricks, I want stone. 
Will each of you carry a stone a day for 
me, so that we may build a place of 
help?” 

There were nods from all directions. 
“Yes, indeed, we'll help, Bwana.” 

So I called Elisha and he showed them 
the sort of stones we wanted, and soon 
a long line of children, looking like a 
queue on the move, was on its way from 
the river. The boys carrying stones on 
their shoulders, as is the habit of the 
men, and the girls carrying consider- 
ably larger ones on their heads, as is 
the habit of the women! 

I noticed a number of the girls from 
the Mission Girls’ Boarding School 
watching this with interest, so I went 
along and talked to them. 

“There,” I said, “there go a lot of in- 
dustrious children who think in the right 
way. They see that it’s necessary for us 
to have a ward for sick children who 
have mumps, and measles, and chicken- 
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pox, and whooping cough, and they are 
carrying stones for the building.” 

“Yah,” said one of them, “and can only 
the village children help in this?” 

“Well,” I said, “they have started, and 
I heard them say that they could do that 
work very well indeed. Now I don’t 
think they meant for a minute that they 
could do it better than you people, but 
certainly they have brought a lot of 
stone already, and if you really wanted 
to have a competition, well—” 

There was a clamor. “Bwana, come 
and ask the Bibi if we can carry stone, 
too, we want to help, too.” 

And so it was that two piles of stones 
gradually grew, piles that produced the 
keenest rivalry. Little people brought 
in stones from all over the place, and, in 
a fortnight, all that we required was on 
the spot. ‘ There was a great deal of 
measuring and digging, and then the 
foundations were put in. 

That afternoon I called all of the chil- 
dren together and pointed out to them 
the beginnings. 

“Look,” I said, “what are those?” 

A chorus of answers, “The foundations, 
Bwana.” 

“What are foundations for?” 

Again came a chorus, “If you haven’t 
got foundations, Bwana, the building 
falls down.” 

“Why?” e 

“Because the rains come and wash 
away the earth at the bottom, and the 
winds come and blow away the earth 
from the bottom, and the wall falls in 
and the roof falls down.” They laughed 
at the very idea. 

“Listen,” I said, “there were two men 
and one man built his house on the foun- 
dation made from stone and the other 
man was lazy and he just scooped a hole 
in the ground and built. Now to look 
at these two houses they were just the 
same; but one day the lightning came 
and the thunder. You could smell the 
rain, and then it came pouring down. 
One man sat inside his house and felt 
safe.” 

“Bwana,” came a little voice, “I know 
who that man was, he was the man who 
had the stone foundation.” 

“True,” J said, “but what about the 
other one?” 

“Yah,” said a small boy. 
was sorry for his laziness.” 

“Truly,” I said, “how sorry he was, for 
soon the wall bulged and bulged more.” 
The children stood listening spellbound, 
their eyes bright. “And it bulged more, 
until—crash—down came the roof, and 
all his relatives bewajled the death of 
the man who built his house without 
a foundation. Now, people, how many 
sides has an egg got?” 

The answer came back to me like a 
shot, “Inside and outside.” 

“Right, that is the outside, now for 
the inside. Jesus said the people who 
hear His sayings and do them—two 
things, hear and do—they are the peo- 
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ple who built on the proper foundations, 
and the people who don’t are those who 
hear and don’t do, what happens to 
them?” 

“Bwana,” said a girl standing by my 
elbow, “they can never have eternal life 
because they have turned their backs 
on Jesus, and Jesus is the Son of God.” 

The day came when our infectious 
ward was built, and I told the story 
again of the foundations and of the girl’s 
answer to my question, and I warned 
the people that, even in the matter of 
infectious diseases, people must come at 
once, as soon as they realize the trouble, 
if they would get better. It was only a 
week after everything was ready that 
the full force of the mumps epidemic 
made itself felt. The ward was crowded 
with schoolgirls, twenty of them. We 
had not enough nurses to deal with it, 
so schoolgirls who had already had the 
disease were decked out as nurses. 
Round they went, administering doses 
of medicine, cleaning tongues with splin- 
ters of wood with cotton wool attached. 
Others carefully recorded temperatures, 
and I was more than amused to see one 
girl carefully count the pulses, using a 
large alarm clock in place of the usual 
wrist watch. 
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Everybody who came to the hospital 
recovered from that epidemic. 

One evening, a tall girl came to the 
hospital. She greeted me in the local 
language: 

“Mihanya—Good evening.” 

“Misaa—Good evening,” I replied. “Za- 
henya—What of your home?” 

“Bwana, my little brother, whose ulcer 
you cured, is dead.” She stopped, and 
her voice was husky. “He got mumps, 
and Muganga, the witch doctor, gave him 
medicine, and he died.” 

I looked over at the new ward of our 
Jungle Hospital. She follawed my gaze. 

“No one died there, Bwana?” 

“No one.” 

“Later,” said the girl, “I shall work 
there and help save children. Thus I 
Shall avenge the death of my little 
brother.” 

She turned slowly and walked off into 
the gloom while I looked at our infec- 
tious ward. It was a monument to some- 
thing new in African life, the coming 
generation helping themselves to a better 
way of health, and in its building they 
had learned of the only way to put down 
a solid foundation for their own lives. 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA. 


Sending Gifts to Missionaries 


How to spare the recipients from trouble and disappointment 


OST of us have learned by experi- 

ence that not all gifts are suitable 
for men in the armed forces. To insure 
the safe arrival of the package we must 
have information about the type of gift 
needed and how to mail it. 

The soldiers of the Cross are just as 
anxious to hear from home, but we for- 
get that they, too, are hedged about with 
restrictions when it comes to receiving 
parcels. Unlike the U.S. Army, foreign 
customs officials are not anxious to pass 
along goods from abroad. All the red 
tape and high duties, which are such 
a burden to American missionaries, are 
only another expression of the slogan, 
“Protect Home Industries.” It is a fact 
that many articles.needed by mission- 
aries can be bought in any country of 
the world (provided that’ funds are 
available!). 

Friends at home like to pick out per- 
sonal gifts such as clothing, but it is 
well to learn from the missionary first 
how high the duty is on clothing. One 
young mother received several articles 
of baby clothing sent separately and 
each one greatly appreciated. The young 
father, however, had to make several 
long trips to customs offices, and when 
the last package had been accounted for, 
the total tax on them was more than the 
garments were worth. 

Used clothing was a great help after 
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the war, when thousands of bales were 
allowed to pass without any duty. Now 
this situation has changed, at least in cer- 
tain countries. The payment of a heavy 
tax on partly worn clothes is no longer 
worth the effort. 

Candy and perishables are usually dis- 
appointing gifts, no matter where they 
are sent. A young couple in South 
America spent two days going around 
to the customs offices to claim a pack- 
age. After reluctantly paying a duty 
amounting to more than $3, they broke 
open the wrappings to fing a mass of 
pulvérized homemade cookies., They felt 
too badly about it to tell the friend who 
had tried to give them this touch of 
home. 

There are a few articles which are sel- 
dom if ever taxed. These are books, 
magazine subscriptions, and new phono- 
graph records. While they may lack the 
very. personal touch, they do have the 
advantage of durability and can be 
passed around among a group of mis- 
sionaries. 

To avoid difficulties with the customs, 
and the payment of duty, friends some- 
times send a check with instructions to 
buy articles on the field. If the donor 
wishes to deduct this amount from his 
income tax report, he must send the 
check, designated for the missionary, 


(Continued on page 1094) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. JANUARY 9. THE LIVING GOD 


Genesis 1:1; Exodus 3; Psalm 103-8-13; Isaiah 40:18-31; Matthew 6:9; John 4:23, 24; 10:30, Acts 17:22-31, 
printed text, Psalm 103:8-13; Isaiah 40:25-29; Matthew 6:96; John 4:23, 24; 10:30 


Golden Text. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.—John 4:24 


‘ 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Psa. 103:8 The Lorp is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy, 

9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger 
for ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with us after our Sins; nor rewarded 
us according to our Aniquities. 

11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 
his mercy toward them that fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he 
removed our transgressions from us. 

13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lorp pitieth 
them that fear him. 


Isa. 40:25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be 
equal? saith the Holy One. 

26 Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created 
these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he 
calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, 
for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. 


way is hid from the Lorp, and my judgment is passed over 
from my God? 

28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the ever. 
lasting God, the Lorp, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his 
understanding. 

29 He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have 
no might he increaseth strength. 

Matt. 6:9b Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. 7 


John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 


24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship * 


him in spirit and in truth. 
Chap. 10:30 I and my Father are one. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


December 25, 1954 


27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


N ONE of his dramatic sermons, Alex- 
I ander Whyte reminds us of the ad- 

vice of Paternus to his son: “Think 
magnificently of God.” 

One of the greatest weaknesses of our 
Western Christianity is the inadequacy 
‘of our conception of God. The heathen 
have expressed their thoughts of their 
gods in images of stone and wood, many 
of them depicting monsters of cruelty 
and lust. We have expressed our 
thoughts of God by our irreverence, our 
disobedience, our neglect of holy things, 
and our easy attitude to sin. Hence we 
co not impress others with the grandeur, 
the majesty, the holiness, the greatness 
of God. 

I heard once of an American tourist 
in Egypt to whom an Egyptian Moslem 
remarked, “You Christians must have a 
very small God.” Asked for an ex- 
planation, he continued: “When we Mos- 
lems pray to our God, we prostrate our- 
selves before Him, for He is greatér than 
all. But I have seen some ef you Chris- 
tians pray to your God, leaning against 
a post, with your hands in your pockets. 
You Christians must have a very small 
God.” The rebuke is surely deserved 


by many of us. Not that physical pos- 
ture in prayer is of primary importance, 
but it is frequently indicative of a gen- 
eral attitude. Our conduct, in big mat- 
ters and small, will quickly reveal 
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whether or not we “think magnificently 
of God.” 

Our lesson portions ought to help us 
to correct our faulty concepts, for they 
present God in a variety of His excel- 
lencies, and call us to worship Him “who 
is over all, God blessed for ever” 
(Rom. 9:5). 


Verse by Verse 

Psa. 103:8.—“The Lord is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous 
in. mercy.” We have here a reminder 
of God’s attitude to the people of his 
choice. He is Jehovah, the covenant 
God. , 

Verse 9.—“‘He will not . . . keep his 
anger for ever.” The words, “his anger,” 
are supplied by the translator, and fit 
the context. Notice that the verse does 
not say that God never chides, or that 
He is never angry. But He has found 
a way of turning away His anger, He 
has effected a great reconciliation in the 
blood of Christ. 

Verse 10.—“‘He hath not dealt with us 
after our sins: nor... according to our 
iniquities.” The reason of this is, of 
coufse, that our sins have been fully 
dealt with on another, our substitute. 
“My sin deserved eternal hell, but Jesus 
died for me.” 

Verse 11.—“For as the heaven is high 
above the earth ... his mercy .,. .” 
His loving-kindness is not of earth’s 
measure, but of Heaven’s. 

Verse 12.—“As far as the east is from 
the west ... hath he removed our trans- 


gressions from us.” I am glad it does 
not say, “As far as the north is from the 
south,” for that can be measured by the 
poles, but there are no east and west 
poles to establish the measure of east 
from west. 


Verse 13.—“Like as a father . . . so 
the Lord pitieth . . .” This is no mere 
sentimental pity, but the pity of com- 
plete understanding and patience. 


Isa. 40:25.—“To whom then will ye 
liken me .. . saith the Holy One?” 
Notice the title of God here—the Holy 
One. A comparison of God with other 
gods has no basis in reality. Both in 
character and in work (v. 26) He stands 
alone. 


Verse 26.—“. .. who hath created these 
. .. bringeth out their host ... calleth 
them all by names .. . not one faileth.” 
He has created the heavenly bodies, has 
ordered them, has named them all, and 
preserves them all. Incidentally, men 
have named a few of the stars for iden- 
tification, while God has named them all 
as His property. 

Verse 27.—‘Why sayest thoy ... My 
way is hid from the Lord... ?” These are 
the complaints of discouragement and 
unbelief—-God doesn’t see me, He has 
given up caring for my cause, if He ever 
did have a care! 

Verse 28.—“The Lord , . . fainteth not, 
neither is weary ... no searching of his 
understanding.” But the prophet rings 
out the truth that it would be contrary 


~ to the very nature of God to lack know!l- 
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Lesson for January 9 


edge of a situation, or to grow weary 
in upholding the cause of His people. 

Verse 29.—“He giveth power to the 
faint . . . he increaseth strength.” Not 
only does His strength not fail, but He 
provides strength for those who have 
none. His resources are inexhaustible. 

Matt. 6:9.—“Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name.” The 
faint glimmerings of God as Father in 
the Old Testament come to full display 
in the New Testament, especially in 
Christ. But the intimate term, Father, 
is joined to a reminder that He is still 
the transcendent God—in Heaven. 

John 4:23.—*. . . the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth: for the Father seeketh such 
...” Formalities of place, time, and 
ritual are not the essence of worship. 
Notice that God seeks worshipers, but 
the worship that He desires is that of 
inward reality, not of outward form. 

Verse 24.—“God is a Spirit ... wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth.” Omit 
the “a” before “Spirit.” This is stating 
the very nature of God’s being. If God 
is Spirit, then worship of Him must be 
of our spirit, enlightened by the truth 
—‘“as the truth is in Jesus” (Eph. 4:21). 


Chap. 10:30—‘“I and my Father are 
one.” Put this alongside 14:9b and you 
have a great climax to the lesson on God. 
Not apart from Jesus Christ can we 
really know God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Creation, providence, and conscience 
all testify of God. They are in the sphere 
of what theologians call “general reve- 
lation.” But these are not a sufficient 
revelation of God to meet the need of 
men whose minds have been darkened 
by sin, and who are under condemna- 
tion of eternal death. Unless God speaks 
by some other means, in a special reve- 
lation, we shall be left without hope. 
But God has spoken, “in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets,” and now at 
last “unto us by his Son” (Heb, 1:1, 2). 
The record of this speaking, this revela- 
tion, is the content of our Bible, and 
our lesson gives glimpses of God that 
must make the heart of every believer 
glad, and ought to stir unbelievers to 
haste to the refuge provided. 

The psalmist depicts for us the lov- 
ing-kindness of God, in the great 103rd 
Psalm. Here, in verses 8-13, we have 
New Testament truth declared aforetime, 
namely, the putting away of sin, save 
that the ultimate means of it, the sacri- 
fice of Christ, is not mentioned. See 
how God's wrath is quieted (vs. 8, 9), 
so that the stroke due to our sins does 
not fall on us (v. 10), but He rather deals 
with us in mercy (v. 11) because of the 
complete removal of our sins (v. 12). 
Now He receives us as His dear chil- 
dren, assuming fatherly care over us 
(v. 13). What a picture of “God our 
Saviour”! 

Our portion in Isaiah (40:25-29) pre- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
1. January 2.—The Bible, the Source 
of Christian Teaching. John 20:31; 
Acts 8:26-38; 17:10-12; Romans 
15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Hebrews 
4:12; 2 Peter 1:16-21 


Next Week’s Lesson 


3. January 16.—Christ, the Son of the 

Living God. Matthew 16:13-17; 

John 1:1-14; 5:17, 18; 14:8-14; 

17:1-5; Philippians 2:5-11; Colos- 
sians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-4 








sents a very different picture of God. 
Here He is issuing a challenge to the 
heathen world to produce a god who 
might stand beside Him for comparison, 
but there is none. He alone has the 
attributes of deity, as witnessed by the 
heavens. He created the starry hosts, 
He orders their courses, He knows them 
all by name (the unnumbered billions of 
them!), and He preserves them. He 
who can do this can care for His peo- 
ple, and out of His own inexhaustible 
power He supplies strength to the weak 
and the faint. 

Such a God, who fills all things, calls 
for worship that is more than so much 
formality. He cannot be confined to 
sacred places, nor will formal genufiec- 
tions and prostrations and processions 
and chantings and oblations suffice for 
worship. He is not a man, flattered by 
these external things. He is eternal 
Spirit, and His worship must consist of 
the outflowings of the spirit to Him in 
true adoration and submission (John 4: 
23, 24). 

The wonderful thing is that this great 
God, glorious in power and might, and 
worthy of all praise and adoration, seeks 
to be worshiped as “Father” (John 4: 
23; Matt. 6:9). He has made a way 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the greatest need of Chris- 
tians today? 

2. Can you think of some men in the 
Bible who had visions of God? 

3. What special character of God is 
celebrated in Psalm 103? 

4. What Gospel truth is proclaimed in 
Psalm 103? 

5. What aspect of the Gospel truth 
mentioned in the preceding question is 
lacking in Psalm 103? 

6. How is God related to the stars, 
according to the Prophet Isaiah? 

7. How does the inexhaustible might 
of God affect me? 7 

8. To whom did our Lord declare the 
great teaching about spiritual worship? 

9. Who ought to pray the prayer gen- 
erally known as the Lord’s Prayer? 

10. What two inseparable qualities 
should mark the Christian’s approach to 
God? 

(Answers on page 1092) 
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whereby He may receive sinners into 
the adoption of sons, having the right 
to call Him Father. Indeed, no one can 
truly worship God who has not been 
brought into the filial relation. Until 
we come to Christ we are enemies, and 
cannot worship Him. When we come 
to Christ, we are made sons, and then 
we can worship “in spirit and in truth.” 
‘Here, then, is where we must learn the 
rare combination of intimacy and rever-. 
ence, of communion and worship. 

How can I come to know God, that I 
may so worship Him? Only in Christ 
Jesus. He who is one with the Father 
(John 10:30) has reverled the Father 
(John 14:9) and has brought us to the 
Father (John 14:6). Our search for 
God ends at the feet of Jesus. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. God, our gracious Saviour (Psa. 103: 
8-13) 

2. God, our mighty helper (Isa. 40: 25-29) 

3. God, our glorious Father (John 4:23, 
24; Matt. 6:9) 

4. God in Christ (John 10:30) 


Topics for Development 

Men and gods. Men become like the 
gods they worship. This is not only 
true in heathendom, but it is equally 
true in America, where we have the 
gods of mammon and of pleasure. Those 
who worship at their shrines take on 
their mold, in greed, lust, cruelty, las- 
civiousness, and such like. But what 
about us who profess to worship the liv- 
ing and the true God, through the knowl- 
edge of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord? 
Why do we not become more like Him? 
Because our thought of Him is not high 
enough. We see only a small part of 
Him, we dwell only on certain aspects 
of His being and nature. We regard 
Him ‘rather as our servant, to do our 
bidding, to run to our help, to be our 
stand-by in times of need. His glory, 
majesty, sovereignty, holiness, justice, 
truth do not bear in on us. We do not 
stand in awe of Him. We are not over- 
whelmed with the sense of His greatness. 
Therefore, when we go from the place 
of prayer, we do not go forth as those 
who have been -in touch with the Al- 
mighty, but just as those who have 
issued a few orders, or at best have ful- 
filled areligious duty. We need to 
“think magnificently of God.” 

Worship. In the “Approach to the 
Lesson” for August 1, 1954, we gave the 
following description of Worship, “In 
view of the infinite worth of God, we 
bow before Him, we submit ourselves to 
Him, we hold Him in highest esteem and 
reverence, and gladly devote ourselves 
to His service.” It is clear enough that 
all this is an attitude of the heart, and 
cannot be satisfied or fulfilled by certain 
established forms of speech or action. 
True, there will be an inner compulsion 
to express what the spirit feels, and for 
the devout soul set forms may be a 
channel of such expression, helping to 








. 
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define and crystallize the inward feel- 
ings. Whether formal or informal, the 
real test of our worship is the measure 
of our obedience. However elaborate 
the liturgy in which we take part, how- 
ever zealously we may sing our songs 
of praise, if we go forth from our “wor- 
ship” to live selfishly, stubbornly, will- 
fully, we have not worshiped. “To 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to 


*hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 


15: 22). 


Practical Applications 

Think. Think of God. Think magnifi- 
cently of God. 

Do not substitute form for worship, 
but give your worship worthy form. 

When you are tempted to complain, 
say, “He hath not dealt with me after 
my sins, nor rewarded me according to 
my iniquities.” 

When you are tempted to faint, look 
beyond the stars to the God who placed 
them there. 

Have you the right to call God your 
Father? Draw near, then, with confi- 
dence. But remember that He is “in 
heaven,” so draw near with reverence. 


Golden Text 

John 4:24.—“God is a Spirit .. . wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth.” The 
only way to worship God “in spirit” is 
to worship in the Holy Spirit; and the 
only way to worship Him “in truth” is 
to come to Him who is the truth. 


Ex_muurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccestepD HyMNs 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 

“I’ve Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, we rejoice 
that Thou art the living God giving us 
richly all things to enjoy. Especially 
we thank Thee that Thou dost offer 
Thyself to us as redeemer and friend 
in the invitations of the Gospel. Move 
many today to respond to Thy call, be- 
lieve on Thy Son, and be saved. Bless 
the sick and the tried with Thy sup- 
porting presence and power. Keep us 
dwelling in peace and good cheer in our 
homes. Guard our land from all that 
imperils it either through our sins and 
follies or the malice of those who hate 
Thee. Guide us into Thy will for our 
lives, and give us trustful, obedient 
hearts. Pardon our every sin, and make 
us useful and faithful servants of our 
blessed Lord, for His name’s sake, 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Today we have read 
God’s great question put before men, 
“To whom then will ye liken me?” The 
living God cannot be pictured by such 
likenesses of their gods as the heathen 
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make. But His almighty power and un- 
limited wisdom can be seen as behind 
His creation of all things. That is why 
God goes on to point us to the heavenly 
bodies, saying, “Lift up your eyes on 





“ Like as a Father” 

Hy L Ovinc GOD 

OVING 
high, and behold who hath created these 
things.” The marvels revealed by the 
telescope tell of a God of limitless 
power and wisdom. So, too, do the 
things He has made in the earth. 

Some years ago Mr. H. Musgrave 
Reade, a British labor leader, studied 
the writings of unbelievers and was led 
into atheism. In 1900 he made a long 
journey through America, and one day 
on a train going through the Rockies 
he had to say to himself, “Surely all 
this is not the result of blind chance, 
matter,,and force.” It led him to pray, 
“O God, if Thou dost exist, reveal Thy- 
self to me.” At once the veil that had 
been upon his mind was torn away, and 
he arose, saying, “God is.” It was the 
beginning of a change that led to his 
becoming a Christian. The wonders of 











ADD THIS TO THE MYSTERIES! 
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God’s world made him see that God ex- 
ists. Later he studied the wonders of 
God’s Word and there found that God 
saves men through Christ, and trusting 
the Saviour, he became a Christian. Of 
that experience in the railway car he 
later said, “The immediate contact with 
nature herself, in all her rugged beauty, 
speaks to us of the existence of a higher 
power than ourselves.” Yes, and this 
power higher than ourselves is more 
than a power, for of Him we have read 
today, “Like as a father pitieth his chil- 
dren, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him.” Indeed, God does exist, the living 
God, and He desires that we should 
each one know Him as our Heavenly 
Father. 


Cateary, AtTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“The Lord is merciful and gracious 
.. .” (Psa. 103:8).—We have already 
been assured in verse 6 that the Lord 
“executeth righteousness and judgment”; 
for He does nothing at the expense of 
righteousness. He is not like a judge 
who found it easy to dispose of the case 





“There is no searching of his understanding.” 
(ISA go: 28) 
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Lesson for Jartuary 9 


when three boys were brought in ac- 
cused of stealing three watermelons from 
a farmer’s patch. The judge rapped his 
gavel, and said, “Anybody in here who 
never stole a single watermelon when 
he was a boy, let him raise his hand.” 
The sheriff, the’ county attorney, three 
highway patrolmen, court employees, 
and spectators all kept their hands down. 
“Case dismissed,” said the judge. 

Had some arrangement been made for 
paying the farmer the price which the 
melons would have brought in the mar- 
ket, we could better appreciate the 
mercy shown by the judge to the youth- 
ful thieves. 

The sacrifices offered in the Old Tes- 
tament were types of the all-sufficient 
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. “God, 
who ever foresaw the cross, is vindi- 
cated in having ‘passed over’ sins .. . of 
believers under the old covenant” (C, L 
Scofield, on Rom, 3:25). 

“Like two streams which unite their 
separate waters to form a common river, 
justice and mercy are combined in the 
work of redemption. Like the two 
ckerubim whose wings met above the 
ark; like the two devout and holy men 
who drew the nails from our Saviour’s 
body, and bore it to the grave; like the 
two angels who received it in charge, 
and seated like mourners within the 
sepulcher ... kept silent watch over the 
precious treasure—justice and mercy are 
associated in the work of Christ. They 
are the supporters of the shield on which 
the cross is emblazoned; they sustain the 
arms of our heavenly Advocate; they 
form the two solid and eternal pillars 
of the Mediator’s throne. On Calvary, 
mercy and truth met together, righteous- 
ness and peace embraced each other” 
(Dr. Guthrie). 

«/. slow to anger...” (Psa, 103:8). 
—What a rebuke this must be to those 
who claim that God is all love, there- 
fore cannot ever become angry! Can 
jt not be reverently said that if right- 
eous indignation against sin and injus- 
tice. were wanting in God, that there 
would be a great deficit in His character? 

Although He is indignant with the 
wicked every day (Psa. 7:11), He “is 
longsuffering . . . not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance.” 

“He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins...” (Psa. 103:10).—Instead of deal- 
ing with us as our sins deserve, He “for- 
giveth” (v. 3), and removes them (v. 12). 
This He can do righteously, because He 
dealt with His Son about them at the 
place called Calvary. Now His mercy 
toward all who fear (revere) Him is as 
high as “the heaven is high above the 
earth.” 

“As far as the east is from the west 

.” (Psa. 103:12).—We can read a 
deeper meaning into the lines, “East is 
East, and West is West, and never the 
twain shall meet,” than Kipling had 
in mind when he wrote them. For be- 
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lievers can rejoice in the knowledge 
that as the east and west are separated 
by an incalculable distance, and shall 
never meet, so our transgressions have 
been removed from us, and we shall 
never meet them again! 

“Like as a father pitieth . . . so the 
Lord pitieth .. .” (Psa. 103:13).—God is 
the Father of all who have placed their 
faith in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26). “The 
father pities his children that are weak 
in knowledge and instructs them, pities 
them when they are froward and bears 
with them, pities them when they are 
sick and comforts them, pities them when 
they have fallen and helps them up 
again, pities them when they have of- 
fended and upon their submission for- 
gives them, pities them when they are 
wronged and gives them redress; thus 
the Lord pities those that fear Him” 
(Matthew Henry). 

“Why sayest thou... My way is hid 
from the Lord?” (Isa. 40:27.)—It is as 
easy for us under trials as for Israel of 
old, to imagine that the Lord is not in- 
terested in our difficulties and perplexi- 
ties. Cumbered and troubled, Martha 
asked, “Lord, dost thou not care?” (Luke 
10:40.) Even His chosen apostles asked, 
“Master, carest thou not?” (Mark 4:38.) 

When! tempted by circumstances to 
think our way is hidden from the Lord, 
we are exhorted to lift our eyes on high 
and to ask who created the sun, moon, 
and myriads of stars. Who controls 
them? We will conclude that there is 
no searching of the understanding of the 
everlasting God. He knows all. 

“Never forget that weary as thou may- 
est be, He at least is never weary; the 
ages of eternity do’ not sap His ability, 
nor the weight of all the worlds strain 
His strength. Creation itself may grow 
old and be rolled away, but He remain- 
eth from everlasting to everlasting; and 
since the remotest heavens own His cre- 
ative skill and maintaining power, and 
that skill and power are equally ex- 
pressed in the tiniest creature that the 
microscope brings into vision, canst thou 
reasonably think that thy path is beyond 
either His wisdom, power, or His inter- 
est?” (F.C. Jennings.) 

Why are we so slow in heeding 1 
Peter 5:7, “Casting all your care upon 
him: for he careth for you”? 

“ . . the true worshippers shall wor- 
ship the Father in spirit and in truth” 
(John 4:23).—This verse shows that the 
hour had come for a great change in 
the place, kind, and object of worship. 

The time for a central place of wor- 
ship such as Jerusalem or Samaria’s 
mountain had passed. True worshipers 
may worship in the energy of the Spirit 
of God in any place, at any time. 

Worship now is not to be ritualistic, 
not rationalistic, but spiritual. Believers 
are indwelt by the Spirit, hence can of- 
fer spiritual worship. To worship God 
in ‘truth is to worship Him sincerely ac- 
cording to the revelation He has given 


. 
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of Himself. To Abraham it was as 
the Almighty, to Moses and Israél, it was 
as Jehovah; but to believers in this dis- 
pensation, it is in the tender and loving 
character of Father. It should be ex- 
ceedingly precious to us to know the 
Father seeketh such to worship Him. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


S* fellows, we should ask the Holy 
Spirit to direct our minds today as 
we try to think clearly of Almighty 
God, our Heavenly Father; for truly it 
is an ambitious effort. It is strange that 
we are not God-conscious all the time, 
for we are always in the midst of ‘His 
marvelous creation. Indeed, you your- 
self are one of God’s walking miracles. 
There is enough of His mysterious cre- 
ative power in the end of your little fin- 
ger to tax the wisdom of the ages. All 
the top scientists and biologists, pooling 
their knowledge and abilities, might 
work a million years without being able 
to reproduce your little fingernail. How 
can we ever comprehend God’s creation 
of the universe? “In him was life; and 
the life was the light of men.” God, 
the living God, is eternal—“the same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever.” 

But let us try to grasp the fact that 
God is our Heavenly Father, not that 
we can know Him only as existing in 
Heaven; let us think of Him as right 
down here where we live and go to 
school, or to bed, or to work, or to play. 
Many grown people—some Christians— 
do not seem to understand God in that 
way. I remember, when I was a boy, 
I was afraid of God. I thought if I 
Should meet Him coming down the road 
I would run. I had that thought of His 
holiness, His justice, and His stern judg- 
ments which frightened me, because I 
knew I was a sinner and He would con- 
demn me. But I did not feel that way 
about Jesus. If I should see Jesus com- 
ing down the rdad I would quicken my 
steps to meet Him; for I would see a 
smile of kindly recognition on His face, 
and His hand held out while He called 
me by my name; and I would lose no 
time getting to Him and parking my 
hand in that friendly grasp. 

I was right about Jesus, but I was 
wrong about God. Even the disciples 
were puzzled about God: They heard 
Jesus speaking of our Father in Heaven, 
of “My Father,” and “Your Father,” and 
they wondered, until one day Philip ex- 
claimed, “Lord, shew us the Father, and 
it sufficeth us.” Then I can imagine an 
expression of pain came over the Mas- 
ter’s face as He looked at Philip and 
said, Why, Philip, is it possible you have 
been with me all this time and have not 
seen the Father? When you see Me, 
Philip, you see the Father. When you 
see Me healing the sick, giving sight to 
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the blind, hearing to the deaf, and bring- 
ing peace and joy in the homes where 
there is mourning—when you see that, 
Philip, you see the Father in action. 

And, if Philip stayed close by, one day 
not long hence, he would see the Lord’s 
enemies nailing Him to the cross, driv- 
ing the iron spikes through the palms of 
his hands and the sensitive insteps of 
his feet. Then he would, in the midst of 
Christ’s agony, hear Him say, “Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 
they do.” When he saw and heard that, 
Philip would be looking into the great, 
wide-open, loving heart of God the 
Father. 

That, fellows, is the living God, and 
He is close beside you all the time if 
you will just recognize Him, ready at 
all times, able and willing to guide you, 
keep you, and enable you to be alert, 
strong, and competent—fulfilling the plan 
He has made for your life. And re- 
member, all this is made possible through 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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the death of Jesus on the cross and your 
acceptance of Him as your Saviour; for 
it is through Jesus Christ that God the 
Father is revealed to us in His true re- 
lationship. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Are Your Ears Rightly Attuned?—God 

is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:24, Golden Text). People hear 
that to which their ears are attuned. 
Walk along a country lane with a natu- 
ralist and you will observe that his ears 
will pick up certain sounds that are in- 
audible to the layman—the song of a 
bird or the chirp of a cricket. Drop a 
penny on the city pavement behind a 
newsboy and you will see him turn and 
pounce upon it. He can hear, above 
the din of the metropolis, a sound wholly 
familiar to him. Ride in your automo- 
bile with a mechanic and he will notice 
a knock in the car’s motor of which 
you are unaware. God speaks in His 
Word and in certain circumstances of 
life. Many do not hear His voice, for 
their ears are attuned to the affairs of 
the world—seciety, business, the arts, 
pleasures, money, and so on—rather than 
to spiritual things. Would that we might 
all be so in tune with God that the 
blessed words of the Lord would be 
audible to us, that His voice might be 
more precious to us than anything else 
in the universe. “Every one that is of 
the truth,” He declared, “heareth my 
voice” (John 18:37).—From Our Hope. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. . 


No Catch in God’s Offer.—He hath not 
dealt with us after our sins; nor re- 
warded us according to our iniquities 
(Psa. 103:10). Warden Jerome.J. Waters 
is offering $1,500 to a fugitive from the 
Oklahoma State Penitentiary—but there 
is a catch to it. The fifty-five-year-old 
fugitive was serving a life sentence for 
murder before his escape from an Okla- 
homa City hospital. The $1,500 is the 
amount of money the prisoner saved 
while working in prison. He may have 
the money by presenting himself at the 
front gate of the penitentiary. “Of 
course, if he comes,” the warden added, 
“we will see that he doesn’t get out 
again!” That is the best offer the 
warden can make, because he is an offi- 
cer of the law, and the law knows no 
mercy; justice must prevail. By way 
of contrast, there is a most remarkable 
offer—without a catch—being made to all 
fugitives from God. Here it is: “Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 


December 25, 1954 


righteous man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon” (Isa. 55:7). 
Divine justice has been satisfied, hence 
mercy can be shown to all who, so to 
speak, present themselves at the front 
gate, or door.—From Tom M. Olson, in 
Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


Immeasurable!—As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath he removed 
our transgressions from us (Psa. 103:12). 
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman tells of a univer- 
sity professor of mathematics who had 
been ruined by sin but had found a new 
life by faith in Christ. This man was 
in a Bible class where Dr. Chapman was 
telling how God removes sins from us 
“as far as the east is from the west.” 
Turning to the man, he said, “Professor, 
this is a mathematical statement. Can 
you tell us how far that is?” Instinctively 
the man reached for his pencil and note- 
book as if about to make a calculation. 
Then suddenly he grasped the sweep of 
the statement, and putting away his pen- 
cil and book he said: “Men, you cannot 
measure it; the distance is immeasurable. 
And, thank God,” he added with great 
emotion, “that is where my sins have 
gone.” Said Dr. Chapman, speaking 
about it later, “I shall never forget how 
a kind of electric thrill went over that 
crowd of men as he sat down, sobbing 
as though his heart would break.” That 
man had caught the truth that God had 
dealt with him in measureless forgive- 
ness.—From the Moody Monthly. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans, 


The Father’s Pity.—Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him (Psa. 103: 13), A 
chaplain to seamen, at an American port, 
visited a sailor who appeared to be near 
death. He spoke kindly to the man upon 
the state of his soul, and directed him to 
cast himself on Jesus Christ. With an 
oath, the sick man bade him begone. 
The chaplain then told him that he must 
be faithful to him, for if he died im- 
penitent he would be lost forever. The 
man was Sullen and silent and pretended 
to fall asleep. The visit was repeated 
more than once with similar ill success. 
At length the chaplain, suspecting that 
the sailor was a Scotsman, repeated a 
verse of the old version of the Psalms: 

Such pity as a father hath 
Unto his children dear, 
Like pity shows the Lord to such 
As worship Him in fear. 
Tears started into the sailor’s eyes as 
he listened to these words. The chap- 
lain asked him if he had not had a pious 
mother. The man broke into tears. Yes, 
his mother had, in years gone by, taught 
him these words, and had also prayed 
to God for him. Since then he had been 
a wanderer by sea and land, but the 
memory of her faith and love moved his 
heart: The appeals made to him were 
blessed by the Spirit of God. His life 
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Lesson for January 9 


was spared, and proved the reality of his 
conversion.—From “The Treasury of 
David,” by C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 

The Absence of Holy Awe.—To whom 
then will ye liken me, or -shall I be 
equal? saith the Holy One (Isa, 40:25). 
Whatever characterizes the religious at- 
titude of our day, it is not “awe.” Rarely 
can one enter a church today, where the 
hushed awe in the very atmosphere 
makes one conscious of the presence of 
Him who is “a consuming fire.” The 
head bowed, “waiting in silence for God 
only,” the tuning of the heart, the tremu- 
lous expectancy have gone out of our 
worship. A babble of voices and a dis- 
cussion of trivial affairs is not an atmos- 
phere conducive to divine revelation.— 
From “In His Presence,” by Anna J. 
Lindgren. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can, 

God Is Not Dead!—Hast thou not 
known? hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary? (Isa, 40:28.) During 
the American Civil War a meeting was 
being held in Washington at the time 
news of a most serious defeat for the 
northern forces reached the capital. 
Frederick Douglass, the slave orator, 
was speaking. When the news reached 
the platform and Douglass heard it, 
he gave way to despair and burst into 
tears. The news passed from seat to 
seat, and the audience was gripped with 
fear. But in the back gallery was 
one old Negro woman who, when she 
saw the meeting falling into something 
like panic, and even Douglass in de- 
spair, cried out with a hint of reproach 
in her tone: “Frederick Douglass, God 
is not dead!”"—From David A. MacLen- 
the Christian 


nan, in “Treasury of 
World.” Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Whom Do You Expect?—The Father 
seeketh such to worship him (John 4:23). 
It is said that one day the telephone 
rang in the pastor’s office—the church 
where President Roosevelt attended. A 
voice inquired, “Are you expecting the 
President in church tomorrow?” “That,” 
replied the rector, “I cannot promise, 
but we expect God to be there, and we 
hope that will be incentive for a rea- 
sonably large attendance.”—From the 
Sunday School Promoter. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God, Our Father (Gen. 1:1; Acts 17:22-28) 


BOYS’ class enjoyed climbing a lad- 
der as motivation for learning the 
books of the Bible. A ladder was drawn 
on cardboard—each rung a book. Every 
Sunday each boy’s name was penciled 
- on the highest rung-he could reach with- 
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out error. Names were put in ink at 
the top, when it had been reached for 
two Sundays. Separate ladders were 
used for Old Testament and New Testa- 
ment books. 

A girls’ class used a pattern for doll”% 
furniture to make bookcases of brown 
construction paper. A fold of colored 
paper made a book. Books of each divi- 
sion, such as Poetry, were all of the same 
color. A girl could place in her book- 
case only the books she could give from 
memory. 

Let pupils add to the list about the 
Bible, made last Sunday. Perhaps it 
will need to be arranged in more logical 
order. If possible, add a Scripture ref- 
erence to prove each statement. Your 
final result may be gimilar to this: 

Wuat We Know AsovuT THE BIBLe 
It is God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:16a; 2 Pet. 
1:21; Hos. 1:1, and the like). 
There are sixty-six books (Index). 
Many different men wrote it (2 Pet. 
1:21b; Eccles, 1:1; Eph. 1:1). 
It was written so we could: 
Know about Jesus and have life (John 
20:31; 2 Tim. 3:15). 
Know what is true (Acts 17:11). 
Know what is right (Psa. 119:130; 2 
Tim. 3:16b). 
Be sorry when we do wrong (Heb. 4: 
12; 2 Tim. 3:16b). 
Keep up our courage when things are 
hard (Rom. 15:4). 
Have pupils tell how the Bible helped 
the Ethiopian and the Bereans. Note 
also that God gave them teachers to ex- 
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Personally conducted 
air tour to 
EUROPE, EGYPT AND 
THE HOLY LAND 
leaving New York 
April 16, 1955 


$1350' 


Write for folder 


Universal Travel Service, Inc. 
A. S. Bowker, President 
100 W. Monroe Street — Room 700 
Chicago 3, Illinois 
Telephone: ANdover 3-3156 
The Christian Travel Bureau 
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86 missionaries 12 countries 


Promoting truly Biblical Missions 
246 W. Wainut Lane _——~Philadeiphia 44, Pa. 
Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, President 


Rev. Wm. A. Mahiow, Mr. John E. Krauss, 
General Secretary Treasurer 
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TEACHING. She likes it because: 


¢ Lessons are complete from introduction to application 
e Lessons are based on International Uniform Series 

¢ Quarterly is Christ-centered, evangelical 
e Pictures require no mounting 

e It costs just $2.50 per quarter 







+ wiggle once ! 


Now his teacher says 


she'll never use anything hut the MANUAL OF VISUAL 





WILLIE’S TEACHER USES THE 
PUPIL ACTIVITY HANDWORK, TOO 
Pictures to color and 
memory verses for 
each lesson. Helps 
Willie remember the 
lesson better. 


13¢ each per quarter 


Send for free samples today. 
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Home and Foreign Missions 


(Advertisements) 





Air Mail From God Mission, Inc. 


Box 2013 
Les Angeles 54, California 


be can cause a whole village to read the Bible for 
only do. 

We'll drop the Gospels to them if you will make it 
possible. 


Write now for the attractive free monthly pictorial 


of the air Gospel distribution in Old Mexico. 





All Nations Evangelistic Fellowship 


Harold J. Seeley, Director 
Box 48-T Canandaigua, New York 


A MISSIONARY MINISTRY reaching European 
refugee children of all nations, especially Jewish, 
American underprivileged children and orphans 
of the poor districts of New York City. 


r 
American Prophetic League, Inc. 
Box BB 41747-4155 Townsend Avenue 
Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
Dr. Keith L. Brooks, (late) President 
Earl J. Severts, Vice President 


Provides Prophecy Monthly free to all missionaries; 
Bible courses to hundreds in prison; study books 
and tracts to needy workers. 


A faith. work, non-profit 





AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 


Robert D. McCarthy, Bxecutive Secretary 
An evangelical Scripture Gowiputing epeacy seek- 
ing to evangelize the world with the Word of God. 
King James Version used exclusively 
Sustained by the prayerful support of Christian 
friends. Information sent free upon request. 


327 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 
WINONA LAKE - INDIANA 
Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, President 
Dr. Wm. Culbertson, Chairman of Advisory Council 
SOUND TRUSTWORTHY EXPANDING 
Write for magazine “Salvation” 


American Sunday-School Union 
One Hundred and Thirty-six Years of Service 
in behalf of 
The Otherwise Unreached in Rural America 
NO GIFT IS TOO LARGE TO MATCH GOD’S GRACE 
NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL TO MERIT HIS BLESSING 
Send for Field Magazine The Sunday School Mis- 


sionary. Address -The Department of Missions, 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN 
BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


Founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 


51 years of missionary activity in various countries, 
Hebrew Christian orphanage in the Holy Land and 
relief as the Lord’s people provide. 
Heapquarters: 252 N. Dillon Street 
Los Angeles 26, California 





AMERICAN LEPROSY MISSIONS, INC. 


(Formerly American Mission to Lepers) 
Auxiliary to all Protestant Churches 


Makes possible a spiritual and physical ministry 
to leprosy patients in 153 stations in 38 countries. 
Saves men, women, and especially children, in body 
and soul. Send gifts to: 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 





American Messianic Fellowship 


(Formerly, Chicago Hebrew Mission) 

For the past 66 years, the work has been dedicated 
to the sowing of the seed to the Jewish people in 
the U. S. A. and Israel. 

Topay—more spiritual openness—more curiosity 
—more hunger for the Scriptures—a realization of 
the need of Christ. 

Write for information and your free A. M. F. 
Monthly today to: ’ 


7448 N. Damen Avenue Chicago 45, Ill. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Henry G. Perry, Executive Secretary 
21 W. 46th Street New York 36, N. Y. 


Tracts multiply your witness, carry it where you 
cannot follow, and continue to plead with the sin- 
ner long after your brief moment of personal con- 
tact. Tracts bring souls to Christ! 

Send for information and free tracts. 





Association of Baptists for 


World Evangelism, Inc. 
A Fundamental Baptist Faith Mission 
Nearly 175 missionaries working in the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Japan, Brazil, Peru, Colombia, and 


Chile. 7 
Write for information and literature. 


1304 Schaff Building Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS 
A World-Wide Independent Baptist Mission 
1120 Chester Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohio 
22 COUNTRIES 91 STATIONS 
Over 500 workers in Africa, South America, In- 


donesia, India, Japan, Europe, Islands, Alaska, 
Hawaii, Canada, and the United States. 


Literature sent free upon request. 





American Mission to Greeks 
. INCORPORATED 
233 West 42nd Street New York 36, N. Y. 
Officially representing Evangelical Church of 
Greece — Scripture distribution, Christidn Day 
School, Orphanage, Macedonian Bible Institute, 
Evangelical publishers, bookstore, Greek Gospel 
literature, newspaper evangelism, missionaries, 
radio, relief. Color sound film: “Man of Macedonia.” 


Write for free quarterly, Greek Harvest Gleanings 





BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, Inc. 
Member I.F.M.A. 

Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton, Founders 
Bringing back the Bible to Belgium 
PrEACHING—65 centers and a weekly radio program 
PREPARING men in a three-year Bible course 

PuBLIsHING Scriptures, books, periodicals 


325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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plain the Bible and lead them to Christ. 


It would be helpful to have the final 
results of each lesson printed on a sheet 
of cardboard. If the sheets are punched 
and notebook rings inserted, a card- 
board book of “What We Know” may be 
formed. Pupils may like to keep a copy 
in their notebooks. 


Questions about God from the question 
box may be sufficient introduction to the 
new lesson. Otherwise, mention some 
recent birthday, then ask, “When is God's 
birthday?” Another approach may be 
made by different types of life. On a 
sheet of green paper paste pictures of 
different kinds of plant life. On a sheet 
of brown paper paste cutouts of animal 
life. On a circle of black paper with a 
tiny notch in the rim paste figures of a 
man, woman, boy, and girl. Leave a 
small place in the center uncovered, as 
we shall use this circle in later lessons. 
On a circle of sky-blue paper paste the 
figure of an angel. Draw a tiny line at 
one point of the circumference to indi- 
cate a beginning. Ask where each of 
these came from. “God made them.” 
Then ask, “But where did God come 
from?” Use a gold circle. Where does 
it begin? So we can find no beginning 
to God. He will never end either. He 
always is, and is, and is. We Bereans 
will want to prove that (Psa. 90:2). You 
will find another proof, as you search 
the Scriptures this week, in one of God’s 
names. 

Begin a list on “What We Know About 
God.” Read the assigned verses, and see 
if they prove some points on your list. 
“God . .. made the world and all things 
therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven 
and earth” (Acts 17:24, Memory Verse). 
Scripture references may be printed on 
a gold circle (Gen, 1:1; Exod. 3; Psa. 
103:8-13; Isa. 40:18-31; Matt. 6:9; John 
4:23, 24; 10:30; Acts 17:22-31). I like 
the “W. T. Club” idea from England that 
Miss Odenwelder passed on to us (in 
her lesson for Oct. 9). Each of our ref- 
erences tells us at least one “wonderful 
thing” ahkout God.” 

Orono, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Gop, Our FATHER 

CHRISTIAN in Japan got his fam- 

ily’s living from, an orchard. One 
morning he found on the trees tiny 
worms of a kind he had never seen be- 
fore. He called his family together, and 
they prayed that God would keep their 
fruit from ruin, for that would prac- 
tically mean starvation for them all. 
Then they worked all day picking worms 
off the trees and destroying them. But 
when they went to bed that night com- 
pletely exhausted, they realized that the 
task was hopeless. There were such 
swarms of the pests that they seemed 
to multiply faster than they could be 
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Lesson for January 9 


destroyed. Again the family prayed ear- 
nestly that God would help them. The 
very next morning, when they went out 
to their orchard they saw hundreds of 
strange birds in the trees. The birds 
were eating the worms, but not harming 
the fruit at all. For three days the birds 
stayel, and when they left, the worms 
were all gone, and their crop was saved! 
This Japanese family had faith in the 
living God, and their faith was not dis- 
appointed, for He is indeed living. 

Who can say the first four words in 
the Bible? (“In the beginning God.’’) 
Right. The first great fact the Bible 
presents is the existence of God. Quote 
the rest of Genesis 1:1. First, the Bible 
states that God was in the beginning, 
and next that He created the heaven and 
the earth. What does the word “cre- 
ated” mean? (Made out of: nothing.) 
So the very first verse in the Bible 
gives us a little idea of the greatness 
of God. He is the being who made our 
beautiful earth with every form of life 
existing on it. And He also made the 
entire universe with its enormous flam- 
ing suns and all their numerous sattel- 
lites. And He made all this out of noth- 
ing! Just by His word He called them 
all into being. 

Our next Scripture this morning shows 
that God is a real person with genuine 
concern for the people He created. Tarn 
to. Exodus 3. Tis chapter is about 
Moses and the burning bush. We haven't 
time to read it all this morning, but I 
wish you girls would read it later to- 
day. There is very much in this reve- 
lation of God. Just now we will only 
read verses 7 and 8. As we do, see if 
you can find four phrases which show that 
God is a person, and that He cares, (“I 
have surely seen the affliction of my peo- 
ple ... and have heard their cry... 
I know their sorrows ...I am come 
down to deliver them.”) Right. God is 
a real person, who sees, hears, cares, and 
acts for the good of His people. 

Now turn to Psalm 103:8-13. As we 
read these verses, notice what they teach 
us of the character of God. (He is 
merciful, gracious, slow ‘to anger, for- 
giving, and able to pity.) Isn't that won- 
derful! If it were not for His mercy we 
would all go to hell, for that is where 
we deserve to go because of our sins. 
Read again verses 8 and 11. Now read 
verse 17. Psalm 90:2 tells us that the 
existence of God is from everlasting to 
everlasting. Here we learn that His 
mercy is just as eternal as He is! Praise 
His name! 

Isaiah 40:25-29 gives more light on the 
greatness of God. Once more we are 
directed to creation. The one who cre- 
ated all the stars is our God. We may 
dare to call Him Father, if we have been 
born into His family. His power is 
shown in sustaining this universe just 
as it was in creating it. He keeps every 
star in place, and He keeps our earth 
on its right orbit. Yet God is not weary, 
and His power is undiminished. He is so 
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BEREAN MISSION, INC. 
3536 Russell Dept. T-1 St. Louis 4, Mo. 
Taking the Gospel to the “Regions Beyond” 
Belgian Congo—Cuba— Navajo-land — Philippines 
Member I.F.M.A. 
Send for copy of “Missiongrams” 


TORCHBEARERS 


of the Capernwray Missionary Fellowship 
Leader: Major W. Ian Thomas, D.S.O., T.D. 


Young Christians, with a world vision for personal 
evangelism, reaching youth throughout Britain, 
Continental Europe, and -North America, and 
whose activities are International in scope, Inter- 
denominational in character, and Interorganiza- 
tional in action. Headquarters: Vacation Centre and 
Bible School Pp y Hall, Carnforth, N. Lancs,, 
England. Magazine ‘ "Torch” free on request. 








BEST SELLER PUBLICITY 


189 W. Madison Street Chicago 2. Ill. 


Let Best Seller Posters preach for you. . . in buses, 
streetcars, schools, stores, army camps... on 
billboards. 

Attractive illustration catches the eye, so God's 
Word can reach the heart. Particulars gladly 
mailed . . . write today. 


The Central American Mission 
Founded by C. |. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 
Member I.F.M.A. 


Serving all of Central America in Spanish and In- 
dian languages through 155 Missionaries, Hospital, 
Clinic, Radio Station, Bible Institutes, and Day 
Schools. Literature and information furnished free. 


3611 Congress Avenue, Dept. STD, Dalles 19, Texas 





Bible House of Los Angeles 
927 S. Westmoreland Ave. Los Angeles 6, California 


W Our service reaches 148 different mission fields 
outside the United States. The heavy demand for 
our Underscored New Testament in Spanish has 
exhausted our stock. Prayer is needed that our 
ability may be increased to meet requests for the 
printed Gospel. Literature is sent free as we are 
enabled by prayers and gifts of our friends. 


Irving G. Hoff, Executive Secretary 


CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India includes— 
NORTH AND SOUTH INDIA 


As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 


Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 





THE BIBLE MEDITATION 
LEAGUE, INC. 


Universe-center for free Christ-revealing Bible stud- 
ies in many languages for both Jews and Gentiles. 
Supported by the “odour of a sweet smell” gifts of 
consecrated Christians. Mail contributions and 
inquiries to The Bible Meditation League, Inc., 
P. O. Box 477, Columbus, Ohio. 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 


George W. Curtice, General Secretary 
1628-TD Auburndale Highway, Lakeland, Fila. 
19 million boys and girls need saving. Help plant 
God’s Word in the hearts of these children LOST 
unless reached soon. Our program of Bible mem 
orizing has won thousands. Your prayers and gifts 
sorely needed now. 

Write for interesting free bulletin 





BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4005 Verdugo Road Los Angeles 65 Calif, 


A faith work founded by David L. Cooper, Ph.D., 
with a literary ministry to Jew and Gentile 
(Rom. 1:16). 


FREE—A sample copy of our monthly publication, 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY. 
oa 


. ’ 
Children’s ope Hour, Inc. 
Livingst 
A work of faith bro saci the Gospel to the 
millions of children not attending Sunday school. 
Available for broadcast anywhere. 
HEARD WEEKLY ON 120 STATIONS 

And on WSM-TV-Nashville, Tenn., 12:30 p.m., Saturday 
Pray for the work. Write for information. 

Rev. Henry C. Geiger, Director 











The Big Brother Tract Band 





No.1. A ministry to your unsaved friend or 
relative. 

No. 2. An opportunity for personal witness to 
your son in the armed services. 

No. 3. A ministry to the Korean people with the 
co-operation of the Korean Chaplains’ 
Corps. 

Will you help us? Write for details. 
Box 888 AKRON 9, OHIO 
BOLIVIAN 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
FOUNDED 1907 


508 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 


An interdenominational, evangelical, faith mission 
established for the purpose of evangelizing Indians 
and other peoples in Bolivia. 

Member Mission of I.F.M.A. 

“The Bolivian Indian” magazine sent on request 








CHINA INLAND MISSION 
; Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


Missionaries in Malaya, Thailand, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Formosa, Japan, and other lands. 


4 , ecial emphasis on production and distribution of 


ristian literature in East Asian languages. 


Send for sample copy of THE MILLIONS. 





THE CHRISTIAN 
AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


Interdenominational Premillennial 
Bvangelical Pioneer Evangelistic 
2 Foreign Fields 720 American Missionaries 
Address correspondence and contributions to 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street - New York 36, N. Y. 


- 
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CHRISTIAN JAIL WORKERS 
Incorporated 


Los Angeles 53, Calif. 


P. O. Box 2333 
A Faith Home Mission, fundamental, evangelical, 
interd inational. Ministering to 100,000 pris- 





oners in Los Angeles County annually. 
Monthly Prayer Letter free upon request. 


THE GIDEONS INTERNATIONAL 


“A Christian Businessmen’s Association” 


An extension of arm of church. Nonsectarian, 
interdenominational. Since 1899. Purpose: To 
win souls for Christ. Over three million Bibles 
and nineteen million Testaments distributed 
throughout United States, Canada, and world. 


212 E. Superior Street Chicago 11, Illinois 








Christian Witness to Jews 
(Incorporated 1920) 

Rev. Verne! D. Shannon, Exec. Director 
Box 7, Linwood Station Detroit 6, Michigan 
“To Lift the Veil of Jewish Blindness” through 
personal evangelism efforts in homes and stores, 
New Testament and tract distribution, Bible 
classes — Clubs — Fellowships. he Messianic 


Trumpet free on request. (This work was formerly 
known as the HEB! CHR MISSION — Detroit.) 


The Gospel Furthering Fellowship 


Incorporated 
Rev. George W. Rhoad, Director 
An ind dent ion working in Kenya, and 
Tanganyika, East Africa. The mission looks to 
God to constrain Christians to give as the needs of 
the work are made known. 


Home Office—71 Hillside Road, Strafford, Pa. 








Eastern European Mission 
36 N. Marengo Ave. Pasadena 1, Calif. 
Interdenominational faith mission founded in 1927, 
evangelizing Germany, Belgium, Greece, Jugo- 
slavia, Slavic and other European DP’s and 
refugees. Europe, key to world situation, 75 per 
cent pagan. Intense spiritual hunger, remarkable 
results. We covet a one Send for a 
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European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
Member Mission, |.F.M.A. 


Pray for our missionaries reaching the peoples of 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Belgium, Holland, Austria, Lapland, Greece, 
with the Gospel; also for our Scripture distribution 
and relief ministries. 

Director for North America: Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, 
F.R.G.S., 811 Westview Street, Dept. S, Phila. 19, Pa, 


GOSPEL MISSIONARY UNION 
Member of 1.F.M.A. 
150 missionaries in: French Morocco, the French 
Sudan, Ecuador, Colombia, Italy, and Panama. 
New fields under consideration. 
Send for sample copy of The Gospel Message 
1841 East 7th Street Kansas City 24, Mo. 





Greek American Missionary Association 
Incorporated 1920 
Director: K. Paul Yphantis 
88 Tremont Street Boston 8. Mass. 


Perpetual revivals for 34 years resulting in glorious 
conversions in Greece. Athens Good News Chil- 
drens Camp responsible for 375 youngsters. 
Support one for only 25 dollars. Constantly 
distributing countless New Testaments, Bibles, 
choice literature. Responsible for 35 missionaries. 





The Evangelical Alliance Mission 
Member Mission, L.F.M.A. 


More than 650 missionaries in: Japan, Formosa, 
India, Pakistan, Tibetan Fronuer, Korea, New 
Guinea, South Africa, Southern Rhodesia, France, 
Spain, Portugal, and South America. 

Write for information. Pray for the work. Sub- 
scribe to THE MissIONARY BROADCASTER. 


2839 W. McLean Ave. Chicago 47, Ill. 


Hebrew Christian Alliance 


of America, Inc. 

100 W. Chicago Ave. Chicago 10, Illinois 
For 35 years a testimony to 5,000,000 American 
Jews; nurturing Jewish believers; helping train 
workers; relief for aged and needy Hebrew Chris- 
tians, Mission to Jews in Geum s Seperien, 

Literature free. Pra N J. STONE, 
Treas. REV. VICTO ’ BURSBAZEN, Pres. 





Evangelical Union of South America 


Member I.F.M.A. 
78 W. Hudson Ave. 135 Isabelle Si. 
Englewood, N. J. Toronto 5, Canada 


Preaching the Gospel in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia 


Send for free copy of 
THE NEGLECTED CONTINENT 





THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


maintains Missionary and Relief ministry among 
Jews at home and abroad. 

Our band of more than 20 missionaries labors to 
save Israel’s remnant in every part of the world. 
If God leads you to have fellowship with us in this 
sacred cause, send your gifts to 


728-S Witherspoon Building Philadelphia 7, Pe, 








— 


Hebrew Christian Fellowship, Ine. 


Rev. O. E. Phillips, Director 
1643 Chew Avenue Phila. 41, Pa. 


Personal visitation in homes, shops, stores, parks, 
hospitals. Distribution of Bibles, New Testaments, 
and Gospel literature at home and abroad. Jewish 
relief as God’s pele | provide. Write. for FEL- 
LOWSHIP BULLETIN. 





HEBREW CHRISTIAN SOCIETY 


(Incorporated) 
2524 Euclid Heights Bivd. Cleveland 6, Ohio 
AN INDEPENDENT FAITH MISSION TO THE JEWS 


Rev. Howard A. Kramer, Founder 
Rev. Alan C. Metcalf, Director 


“Star of David” sent on request 
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great that creating and sustaining a uni- 
verse cannot weary Him. 

Matthew 6:9 reminds us that God is 
the Father of all those who are saved. 
The Japanese family of whom I told you 
received from Him a Father's care. This 
verse also reminds us that God’s name is 
to be reverenced. Let us pray that those 
who do not reverence it may be con- 
victed of sin. 

What else do we learn about God from 
John 4:23, 24? (“God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.”) That is 
a most important verse. The one just 
before says that God is seeking wor- 
shipers. Many people think that they 
are worshiping God when they go 
through certain forms. But the verse 
you just quoted tells us that He is a 
Spirit, so must be worshiped in spirit 
and in truth. Rituals mean nothing to 
Him unless the heart of the worshiper 
is in them, 

Read John 10:30. In it the Lord 
Jesus declared a great truth, the unity 
of God. Heathen religions teach that 
there are many gods, but the Bible 
teaches that there is only one. But al- 
though there is only one God, there are 
three persons in the Godhead: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. This is called 
the doctrine of the Trinity, something 
too deep for any of us to comprehend 
fully. However, I ha@e found-the illus- 
tration of the American flag helpful. 
It is composed of stars, stripes, and the 
field of blue—three separate things, each 
complete in itself, but together making 
one flag. Of course the stars, the stripes, 
and the field of blue are only symbols, 
whereas God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit are real per- 
sons. Although we cannot fully grasp 
the doctrine of the Trinity, we believe it, 
and we rejoice in it. Heathen people 
were always afraid that one god would 
be jealous if they gave another god more 
honor than they gave him. But we 
know that God is one, so we need never 
fear that. When we honor God, we are 
honoring Father. Son, and Holy Spirit, 
and when we obey God we are obeying 
all three persons. 

Do you see how simple this makes 
éverything? We have only one God to 
believe in and to obey, and He loves us 
infinitely, so that His desire is only for 
our good. When we obey Him, He 
solves all our problems and works every- 
thing out for the best. How can we help 
worshiping such a God! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the ‘writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for January 9 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever seen a false god— 

the kind made of wood or stone 
or gold or silver or brass? Did you 
know that many, many millions of peo- 
ple in India and Africa and many other 
lands worship gods like that? They do! 
Let me tell you about one of those gods. 
(Teacher’s Note: A missionary friend 
gave me this false god of which I write. 
Not infrequently as I look at it, it causes 
me to weep. Try to understand some- 
thing of the horror of people in this very 
day worshiping gods like this. Impart 
this same feeling to your Primary young- 
sters. Th@re will not be any laughing 
or joking about it if you present it 
prayerfully to your children.) 

In many homes in India (perhaps in 
all of them, if the people are not be- 
lievers in the Son of the living God) 
there is a little make-believe god known 
as Ganesh. (To us Ganegh is make-be- 
lieve. But the people of India think him 
to be a real, true god!)” Ganesh has the 
body of a person, the head of an ele- 
phant, two extra arms and hands. On 
its head is a silver cap. Ganesh (the 
people of India believe) is the god of 
wisdom and the god of good luck. All 
who-want his help must worship him 
and bring sweets to place before him. 

Boys and girls in India believe that 
Ganesh will help them make a journey 
in safety. They believe he will help 
them when they go tiger hunting and 
that they will be guarded from evil 
spirits that might harm them. Most all 
Hindu gods and goddesses in India ride 
upon the back of some animal, Ganesh 
has chosen to ride upon the back of a 
rat. Because of his choice, the people 
of India consider the rat sacred—a holy 
animal—too holy to be trapped or killed. 

Every day people in India ring a bell 
(in order to awaken Ganesh) and then 
place flowers and sweets in front of the 
elephant-headed god. The idol, of course, 
does not pay the slightest bit of atten- 
tion, for, though he has eyes, he cannot 
see. He has ears, but he cannot hear. 
He has hands—four of them!—but he 
cannot feel! Ganesh is Simply a life- 
less little image that the people of In- 
dia have made. But having worshiped 
him and given him their gifts, the peo- 
ple go away happy in the thought that 
they have pleased a god! 

To those of us who are Christians it 
seems ridiculous that people living this 
very day could be so superstitious. Im- 
agine thinking of the Creator of Heaven 
and earth as an elephant-headed image! 
Imagine thinking that such an idol could 
help anyone! But people in India do 
not seem to realize that idols can do no 
good (Jer. 10:5). They do not know 
that their gods cannot save them or pro- 
tect them (Isa. 45:20). Boys and girls 
(like grownups) in India, and like. all 
heathen for thousands of years, serve 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





(15) 














Home and Foreign Missions 


(Advertisements) 





HIAWATHA LAND 
Independent Baptist Missions 


Giving forth the Word of Life in cities, rural areas, 
on logging camps in Northern Wisconsin and 

Upper Michigan. Also evangelizing the Indian 
people. Would you like a share in this ministry 
with your prayers and gifts? “ReEacH AMERICA TO 
REACH THE Wor LD.” 


Rev. Guy E. King, Director 
1109 Ludington Street Escanaba, Michigan 


Japan Evangelistic Band, Inc. 
Established in Faith 1903 
OBJECTIVES: 
1. The Gospel for every creature in Japan 
2. Training of Japanese for the ministry 





3. Develop t of ind churches 
Details on request from Japan Evangelistic Band, 
1412 N. Kingsley Drive, Angeles 27, if. 





HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


An evangelical faith mission established in 1916, 
fans Christian training and permanent reha- 

ilitation for homeless children in Hong Kong, 
Lebanon, and The Jordan. “Helping the Helpless 
to Help Themselves.” Free literature on request. 
16 mm. sound color movie “God’s Other Children” 
available. 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, Ill. 


JAPAN GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP 
Incorporated 
EVANGELISTIC median 


Bible Training School—Kindergarten. Fa 
High School, and College Bible Classes, Children 8 
Home —Village meetings, Kyoto, Sakai, 
mboku Gun. 
(Dept. ST) 
6719 N. Carlisle Street Philadelphia 26, Pa. 





The independent Board 


Presbyterian Seiten Missions 
246 W. Walnut Lane Phila. 44, Pa. 
“Truly Biblical Missions” 

, in Many Lands 
Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, President 
Rev. William A. Mahlow, General Secretary 
Mr. John E. Krauss, Treasurer 


LATIN AMERICA MISSION 


Hdgq. 161 Park Street Ridgefield Park, N. J. 
“For the spiritual awakening of a continent” 
100 missionaries reaching into 20 countries by evan- 
gelistic campaigns, Bible schools, Medical centers, 
Christian literature, National churches, Mission- 

ary radio. 
Founpep By Dr. anp Mrs. Harry STRACHAN 
Generat Director: R. Kenneta STRACHAN 





International Board of Jewish 
Missions, Inc. 


P. O. Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Georgia 


Combining evangelism ang relief to Hebrew Chris- 
tians and refugees in Europe and Israel with a 
strong evangelistic witness to Jews in America. 
Write for free copy of magazine, The Everlasting 
Nation. Jacob Gartenhaus, D.D., Pres. 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 


Jews Reached for Christ 
through 50 U. S. radio stations, 3 ay — 
Wave Globe encircling stations, window displays, 
= and personal contacts. Many write for Proph- 
Edition New Testaments. Send for free copy 
MESSAGE to ISRAEL magazine. 
Your prayer support appreciated. 
COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, Gen’! P.O. New York 1, N. Y, 





International Gospel League 

Box 357 Pasadena 17, California 
Serving five foreign fields: Liberia, West Africa; 
Japan; India; Cuba; and Korea. 

Our goal is to reach those who have never heard 
the Gospel of Christ. Pray for our two hundred 
workers. Send today for the “INTERNATIONAL 
Gospret News,” our monthly paper. 


Messengers of the New Covenant, Inc. 
Newark, New Jersey 
“*] send thee to the children of Israel.”” Ezek. 2:3 

The Gospel of God’s grace to dense population of 
Jews, spread by visiting, radio, distribution of 
perlpouney and literature. Write for“free copy of 
booklet, “Reaching the Jewish Nation for Christ.” 
Your prayers earnestly desired. Rev. lsaac Fine- 
stone, General Director. John » . 

P. O. Box 668 - - - Newark 1, N, J, 





THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 


CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Chicago 25, lilinois 
Since 1925, God has used our Hebrew Christian 
Movement as a world-wide witness to Israel. Our 
aid to Jewish Christian victims of persecution has 
embraced 20 countries. Funds urgently neede&to 
alleviate suffering Israel. 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Secretary 


The Mexican Indian Mission 
Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
Dr. James G. Dale, Director 


Founded to reach the six million Indians of Mex- 
ico. Used to win more than 12,000 Indians to Christ 
in twenty-three years. 

More missionaries and additional prayer interces- 
sors needed. Send for descriptive literature. 

325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





ISRAEL'S REMNANT, Inc. 


is seeking out the Remnant of Israel with the Gos- 
pel message. Situated in the heart of Detroit's 
over 100,000-Jews. 

Rev. Fred G. Kendal, Director 

Rey. Arthur E. Glass, Associate Director 

W. Alex Thompson, Treasurer 


291! Kendall Ave. Detroit 38, Michigan 


a 





THE MILLION 
TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS 


George T. 8. Davis, Executive Secretary — 

Over 1,000,000 Prophecy New Testaments 

sented to Jews. More than 12,000 complete 
brew Bibles given to Jews in Israel. arvelous 
opportunity. . You can help by your gifts and 


prayers. 
1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
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MINO MISSION, INC. 
Founded in 1918 by Sadie Lea Weidner 
Heapoquarters: Tomidahama, Yokkaichi, Mie 

Ken, Japan. 
Evangelizing Rural Japan. Only the Bible can 
Porth the darkness of idolatry. The Word goes 

rth from our 5 stations by means of street meet- 
ings, tent meetings, meetings in schools, factories, 
hospitals, institutions, a public halls, with a 
Gospel tract distribution oem of ~~ -. cor ses 
yous 'y. American Harry E 

ton Road, Columbus 14, Ohio. 


THE MISSION TO ORPHANS, Inc. 
Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 
Box 7043, Asheville, N. C. 
Now in its 9th year of ministry to the orphans 
and destitute children of CUBA. 
Venturing by faith this year to open a children’s 
home in needy HAITI. 
Ministering to Missionaries in the Making. 
We need your prayers; we invite your inquiries. 


Native Preacher Company, Inc. 


Your Messenger 











If you cannot go, support at minimum cost a 
proven soul-winning native remaining on the field, 
oe lizing and maintaining Christian testimony. 
No deductions from your gifts. 100% remitted in 
your name to the field. For poeta ta write to: 
Native Preacher Company, Inc. 
1775 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
5 East 48th Street New York 17, N.Y. 
(Established 1809) 

Rev. David J. Fant, Litt.D., General Secretary 


Providing the Scriptures in over seventy languages 
- ee the harbor and within the City of New York, 

—— these activities: Marine, Immigration, For- 
~o nguage, Jewish, Colored, Hotel, Hospital, 
Blind. Free grants (Bibles, Testaments, Scripture 
portions) in 1953: 1,006,774 


NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 


Dedicated to spreading the Gospel from our straté- 
gically located headquarters. 


A News Letter and the booklet ‘“‘How to Point a 
Jew to Christ” free on request. 
Ruth Angel, General Director 


NORTH AFRICA MISSION 











Morocco Algeria Tunisia Libya 
Reaching a field of 20,000,000 Moslems greatly neg- 
ed by the Christian church. 


Write for information. Ayrangements can be made 
foi a missionary to present the work in your church. 


Dr. Francis R. Steele, Home Secretary 
1716 Spruce Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Northwest Mountain Mission, Inc. 
ministry is 
“The Gospel to the Man Farthest Back’”’ 


representing one of America’s greatest home mis- 
sion fields, in the vast mountain-desert areas of 





Idaho and adjoining states. You may have a part 
in this independent faith mission. Ask for the 
TRAIL B R. 

Box 421 Boise, Idaho 





The Oriental Missionary Society 
Founded by Chas. E. Cowman—1901 
900 N. Hobart Blvd. Los Angeles 29, Calif. 
Working in ten different countries. Emphasizing a 
threefold policy: 


1. Training a ag giebex. 2. Formation hg 
an church. 3. Every Creature Crusad: 


Write for further information 
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idols (which are make-believe gods, you 
know) which neither see, nor hear, nor 
eat (Deut. 4:28). 

Why? Why do the people of India 
serve and worship such false gods? Why 
do they bow down to gods which they 
themselves have made with their own 
hands? Why do they give gifts to gods 
they have created? The answer is sim- 
ple. No one has told them of the true 
and living God. No one has told them 
that by believing in the Lord Jesus and 
receiving Him as Saviour their sin is 
forgiven. Indeed, many millions have 
not even heard the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

How different is the true and living 
God! He is'the one who made the world. 
He made everything that is in the world. 
He lives not in temples that are made 
by the hands of men; he lives in Heaven 
(Acts 17:24). Long, long before there 
was anything like false gods, the living 
God was. He was in the beginning of 
everything—everything! He made every 
person who ever lived. He made every 
anima’. He made every tree and flower. 
God made everything. And that same 
living and true God wants us to love 
Him, to worship Him, to live for Him. 
And He Himself helps us (who are 
born-again Christians) to do these. things. 
Remember that we serve the living and 
true God of Heaven. 





The information about Ganesh was obtained 
from the book, ‘“‘Probhu and the Tiger,”’ pub- 
lished by the American Leprosy Missions. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1083) 


1.A more adequate conception of 
God. 

2. Among others we might mention 
Moses (Exod. 33:18-23; 34:5-8), Solomon 
(2 Chron. 7:12), Isaiah (Isa. 6:1-5), Ezek- 
iel (Ezek. 1:27, 28). 

3. His loving-kindness, 

4, The putting away of sin (v. 12). 

5. The means of the putting away of 
sin—“by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb. 
9:26). 

6. He made~them, He orders their 
courses, He calls them by name, He pre- 
serves them (Isa. 40:26). 

7. It is an infinite reservoir of strength 
to answer my weakness (Isa, 40:29). 

8. The sinful woman of Samaria by the 
well of Sychar. 

9. Those who have the right to call 
God Father. 

10. Intimacy and reverence. 

E.muurst, ILL. 

we 

Sin is removed from us by a miracle 
of love. What a load to move, and yet 
it is removed so far that the distance is 
incalculable—C, H. Spurgeon, in Kes- 
wick Calendar. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


January 9 
2. We Study Commandments 1 to 4 
(Exod. 20:1-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
AVING studied last week the pur- 
pose of the Law, and what it can 
and cannot do, we come this week, in 
the second of our series on “The Com- 
mandments Then and Now,” to a study 
of the first four of the Ten Command- 
ments. It is customary to divi@e the Ten 
Commandments into two parts, with the 
thought that the first four look upward 
toward God and the following six. look 
outward toward our fellow men. How- 
ever, we shall find, when we come to 
the Fifth Commandment, that this may 
well be included in the first group, al- 
though to follow the division indicated 
by our topics, we shall not consider that 
Commandment until next week. 

se 
A false, but nonetheless popular, 
idea of child training has found wide 
acceptance in recent years, and it has 
encouraged many. Christians to look 
askance at the Ten Commandments. It 
is the idea that a child or a young per- 
son must never be made to do anything 
that he does not want to do. As a re- 
sult, we find some who would tell us 
that, while the Ten Commandments may 
have been all right for a primitive peo- 
ple, those who have progressed much 
farther up the ladder of civilization are 
not to be controlled by prohibitions. 
The foolishness of this idea is seen by 
some very simple illustrations. The very 
ones who reject the “thou shalt nots” 
of the Commandments do not hesitate 
to employ prohibitions in their daily 
lives, They insist upon having the elec- 
tric wiring in their homes protected by 
insulation of one kind or another, which, 
in effect, says. to the electric current, 
“Thou shalt not come beyond this point.” 
Men do not hesitate to put a nozzle on 
a hose when they want to water the gar- 
den, and yet the nozzle distinctly pro- 
hibits the water from flowing in an un- 
restricted stream and compels it to flow 
in a controlled and very much restricted 
manner. Men put locks on their doors, 
and fences around their properties, to 
prohibit unauthorized persons from tres- 
passing. God’s Word makes it very plain 
that unregenerate human nature, being 
what it is; needs to be restricted and 
prohibited in certain directions, and that 
it is perfectly right, if men are to live 
in right relationships to God and to one 
another, that they be definitely con- 

trolled and restricted. 

se 
There is another important aspect of 
the Ten Commiandments that we should 
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not forget. They are, as Henry Clay 
Trumbull has pointed out, # simple rec- 
ord of God’s loving covenant with His 
people. God not only set down certain 
things that His people were to do, but 
He also bound Himself to be their God, 
with all that that*implies in deliverance, 
protection, sustenance, and guidance. 
When Moses laid before the people all 
the words that the Lord had spoken, 
the people, recognizing this as a cove- 
nant, answered, “All that the Lord hath 
spoken we will do” (Exod, 19:8). When 
we, today, recognize God’s Law as per- 
fect and righteous and just, we take our 
place as the recipients of His love and 
favor. 

od 


The First Commandment states God’s 
right to be recognized as the onl¥ God. 
No other god shall be given a place in 
our allegiance, for, as the Lord Jesus 
pointed out, “No man can serve two 
masters” (Matt. 6:24). In our land, we 
are not often subjected to temptations, 
such as are found in some foreign lands, 
to worship a multiplicity of heathen gods. 
But it is nonetheless possible for us 
to worship other gods—the god of self, 
the god of social position, or power, or 
money, or intellectualism, or even the 
god of some other individual that we 
put before our Heavenly Father, and 
thus rob Him of the undivided worship 
and allegiance that rightfully belong to 
Him. 

p-4 Q 

The Second Commandment has to do 
with the worshiping of any graven 
image, or any likeness of anything. Most 
of us are aware of the way in which 
the Church of Rome has broken this 
Commandment down through the years. 
One of the great contributions that the 
Refoxmation made to Christian think- 
ing and practice was the protest made 
against idolatrous acts and the return to 
a simple form of Christian worship. 
However, in our day we see in some of 
our Protestant denominations an effort 
to restore some.of the practices from 
which Protestantism once drew away. 
Most of us, perhaps, would not think of 
bowing down to an idol, or to a statue 
of a saint or of the Virgin Mary, or.to a 
picture of any of these. But do we not 
need to guard against the subtle sugges- 
tion that individuals may be helped up- 
ward in worship by looking at some 
representation of the Saviour, or at some 
symbol such as a cross? God is Spirit 
and men must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth, and anything coming be- 
tween man’s spirit and God’s is a hin- 
drance not a help to worship.. If you 
were watching from a window for the 
return of a loved one, hoping to catch 
the first glimpse of the face of that ap- 
proaching one, would you be helped by 
pasting on the windowpane before you 
a photograph of that loved one? The 
truth is that nothing that our natural 
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Home and Foreign Missions 


(Advertisements) 





The Orinoco River Mission, (in-.) 


Member I.F.M.A. 
Venezuela, South America 
Rev. Van V. Eddings, D.D., Founder & Gen. Dir. 


Evangelizing in five states of eastern Venezuela 
and by boat on the Oririoco River. A Bible insti- 
tute trains Venezuelans for full-time Christian serv- 
ice among their own people. Literature or 
manthly prayer letter sent upon request to Home 
e. h Raymond Avenue, Pasa- 
denn 1, California. 


The Southern Hebrew Mission, Inc. 


A world-wide testimony to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israe! and also to the Gentiles. 


A. Edwin Wilson, Executive Secretary 
E, Cecil Phillips, Treasurer 
P. O. Box 587 Chattanooga 1, Tenn, 
Write for a free copy of The Star of Hope 





Pacific Garden Mission 
646 S. State Street Chicago 5, lil. 
Open every night since 1877 


See Skid-Row Documentary Films in sound and 
color, “THE STREET” and “OUT OF THE 
NIGHT,” 30 minutes. Write for details, 


Hear “UNSHACKLED!” WGN, 720 ke. 7:30 p.m., 
every Saturday. Write for 100 station log. 


16 page Anniversary Book FREE on request. 





POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
National Headquarters 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 


Conducting a fruitful ministry of evangelism and 
large-scale Scripture distribution supported by 
prayers and gifts of Christian friends. “Send for free 
illustrated Quarterly with news of work in United 
States, Formosa, Japan, and Korea. 


THE REFORMATION 
TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP 


J]. G. Vos, American Representative 
415 - 31st Street, Beaver Falls, Pa. 


Still reaching readers in Red China with Christian 
literature mailed from Hong Kong. Also reaches 
Chinese in many other lands. True to the Bible as 
the infallible Word of God, and the doctrines of the 
Reformation. Booklet on request. 








Rural Evangelistic Mission 
OF NEW MEXICO, Inc. 
Help us care for crippled Navajo children. Also 
Christian training for money © uent teen-age Navajo 
girls. The Gospel of grace being carried by motor 
caravan on the Navajo reservation. Your prayers 
and gifts needed now. 
Full information free, write 

P. O. Box 1006-T Gellup, New Mexico 


A FAITH WORK 


SCOTT MISSION TO THE JEWS 


An evangelistic and charitable institution, reaching 
Jews in Canada, Poland, and Israel, with a ministry 
of Christian =. Our record for overseas 
ministry: 107—100-lb. barrels clothing; 379—20-lb. 
food parcels; 180—20-lb. clothing parcels. 

The SCOTT MISSION, Inc. 

Rev. M. Zeidman, Director 
502 Spadina Avenue Toronto 4, Canada 


Slavic Gospel Association, Inc. 
2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., Dept. TB, Chicago 47, Tl. 


Missionaries in many parts of the world where 

a are Russian and other Slavic-speaking people. 

rt for missionaries and relief, especially 

led in Europe; also provision for Gospels, 

Bibles, and Tracts. Now working in 22 countries. 
Literature free; write today. 


PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 


Soldiers’ and Gospel Mission 
of South America 


aie Casilla 507, Temuco, Chile, S. A. 
Founded 1923 William M. Strong, Director 


Gospel, Radio, and Bible Correspondence Courses 
among Military, Naval, Air Force. and Police 
Units—also among Chilean country folk. Indians, 
Island folk and criminals. Send inquiries and con- 
tributions to. American Office — 378 N. 11th St., 
Peterson 2, N. J . 














Southern Highland Evangel 


Matewan, West Virginia 
“FACING THE CHALLENGE” 


is the title of an illustrated folder mailed on request. 
A work established in 1930 that offers opportuni- 
ties for investing life and means for Christ in four 
Appalachian mountain states. 


‘SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 
164 West 74th Street 405 Huron Street 
New York 23, N. Y Toronto 5, Ontario, Can. 

Founded in 1893 | 


Preaching the Gospel to sixty million Africans in 
Nigeria, French West Africa, Ethirpia, Sudan, 
Aden, Eritrea, and Liberia. Pray for our 1,100 
missionaries, plus “The African Challenge” news- 
paper and radio station ELWA in Liberia. If you 

will pray forthe S.1.M., send for a free subscription 
to the Sudan Witness. 


Unevangelized Fields Mission, Inc. 
Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
306 Bala Avenue Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. 
18 Howland Avenue Toronto 4, Canada 
250 Missionaries - 400 Nationals 


New Guinea, Be)gian Congo, West inaee. South 
America. Mi ring tot ds dai 


Write for “Light and Life” nea magazine. 


UNITED WORLD MISSION 


Sidney Correll, F.R.G.S., Director 

















Box 8, Riverdale Station Dayton 5, Ohio 
* A mission for fliated missionaries 
¢ Now operating in: 
frica . Bolivia 
apan Spain 
exico Germany 
Cuba Venezuela 
Puerto Rico Philippine Islands 


Guatemala France 


HCJB, Quito, Ecuador 


Faith missionary radio ministry 22 years 
on the air for Christ. 
THE VOICE OF THE ANDES 
Talcottville, Connecticut 








WESTERN CANADA MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


Branch of American Association for / 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 


158 Aikins Street, Winnipeg, Canada 


Harry Flumbaum, Missionary in Charge 
Mr. Frank Frogley, President 

Rev. o. ape Spitzer, Honorary President 
Rev. George Darby, Vice-President 


Trustworthy - Reaching Jews for Christ - Sound 


WOMAN’S UNION MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY oF america 

80 East 11th Street Room 646 New York 3,N.Y. 

Our Fields: Ispia 


Organized in 1860 Undenominational, Fundamen- 
tal. Evangelistic. APPLICATIONS WELCOME 

om Women tors, Teachers, and Nurses. 
Write for further information. 





Cuma - Japan 
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eyes, can see can assist the opening of 
our spiritual eyes to God. - 
‘ ye ‘ 
The Third Commandment has to do 
with the name of God. If you will 
make a study of God’s names used in 
Scripture, you will find that they are 
all connected with.His character and 


attributes. Any use, of. His name care-, 
lessly or irreverently belittles His char-, 


acter. It is not only a matter of speaking 
God’s name in profanity, or blasphemy, 
or irreverence, or mockery. This Com- 
mandment also includes our conduct, 
Each of us, as a Christian, .is baptized 


/into the name of the Father, the Son, 


and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). His 
name is on us and we are responsible 
for keeping it without reproach and dis- 
honor, “Let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 
Tim. 2:19), for it is not a light thing to 
bear the name of “Christian” before the 
world. 
ye 

In the Fourth Commandment is stated 
the prineiple of keeping holy, or sepa- 
rated to God one day in seven. It is a 
commandment that we need specially to 
think about in this day of Sunday base- 
ball; Sunday football, Sunday movies, 
and the btiying and selling of all sorts 
of merchandise on Sunday. And what 
about using the Lord’s Day for self-in- 
dulgence or for study or prepanation of 
our lessons for school or college? Can 
this by any stretch of imagination be 
construed as keeping holy His day? It 
has been abundantly demonstrated that 
man can do more work and better work 
in six days than he can in seven. And 
it has likewise been demonstrated in 
many, many lives that, if a man does 
not worship God ata stated time, he is 
not likely to worship Him at all. So God 
has placed in His covenaht this require- 
ment of keeping one day in seven sepa- 
rate to Him. Wherever man has pre- 
served this requirement, it has been a 
blessing to him. Whenever he has ig- 
nored ‘it, he has suffered from a creeping 
coldness in his attitude and relationship 
to God and a departure from God’s ways, 


PHILADELPHIA. : 
we 


Sending Gilts to Missionaries 
(Continued from page 1081) 


through the mission headquarters office. 
It is not wise to send international 
money orders direct to the field, for a 
substantial charge is deducted when the 
money order is cashed. 

In mailing packages to certain coun- 
tries, be sure that they are é¢learly 
marked with the word “gift.” Light- 
weight nylons and cottons can be sent. 
There is a special rate for sending light- 
weight merchandise (8 ounces or less) by 
air mail to certain countries. Informa- 
tion may bé obtained from one’s local 
post office. 

Some mission boards discourage the 
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practice of asking returning mission- 
aries to take along with their baggage 
boxes sent to missionaries on the field. 
This practice is discouraged because 
travelers are often limited as to weight 
and number of pieces of baggage; and 
additional baggage may mean not only 


excess charges, but even the purchase - 


of another trunk to hold the overflow. It 
is also a financial burden for the home 
office to forward packages to the field 
which might have been :sent there di- 
rectly. 

Let no warm-hearted lover of mis- 
sionaries be dismayed by these man- 
made re¢trictions. The friends of sol- 
diers serving abroad managed to send 
them tokens of affection from time to 
time, and missionaries deeply appreciate 
the spirit shown by David when he said, 
“Neither will I offer burnt-offerings 
unto the Lord my God of that which 
doth cost me nothing” (2 Sam. 24:24): 


With the New Books 


Missions at the Crossroads. By T. 
Stanley Soltau, D.D. (Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, Ill., $2.50.) The latest 
book by a writer well known to Sunpay 
ScHoo, TIMEs readers is an impressive 
treatise on “The Indigenous Church—a 
Solution for the Unfinished Task.” Dr. 
Soltau is well qualified to write on this 
theme, for he helped to form indigenous 
churches during twenty-five years as a 
missionary in Korea, when he directed 
the pastoral, evangelistic, and educa- 
tional work in the American Presbyte- 
rian Mission. His book contains many 
examples from the field, and much:prac- 
tical advice on how to form national 
churches. Three of the twenty-four 
chapters aré on “Self-Government,” 
“Self-Propagation,” and “Self-Support.” 

Knowing the problems thoroughly, 
Dr. Soltau faces them frankly, and offers 
workable solutions. He believes that 
established missions ¢an and should 
wean the national churches away from 
foreign support and government by the 
missionaries, and believes that this will 
be good for the. missionaries and the 
local assemblies and their leaders. Dr. 
Soltau had in mind the opposition to 
foreign missions caused by “the upsurge 
of nationalism and the influence of Com- 
munism,” and the isolation of many coun- 
tries by the Iron and Bamboo Curtains. 
His valuable textbook is therefore es- 
pecially timely. 

Dr. Soltau’s book is one that should be 
made required reading for missionary 
candidates today, and take a place in 
the libraries of all mission headquarters. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia 5; $2.) Readers of ‘THe 
Sunpay Scnoot Times will recall the 
series of twenty-four articles on the 
Book of Revelation that appeared in 





i. 


the Trwes from March 13 to September 
4 of this year. They are now preserved 
in permanent’ form in this book of 


twenty-four chapters. Through the in- . 


tricate pattern of symbols, signs, and 
world-shaking events depicted in this 
remarkable last book" of the Bible, Mr. 
Ainslie never loses sight of the glory and 


the majesty andthe rightful place of! 


the great Revealer, the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself, and it is difficult to see 
how any believer can read these studies 
without being drawn to a deeper under- 
standing and devotion to Him. 

Mr. Ainslie holds with many other 
Christian leaders that the true Church 
will not have to pass through the Great 
Tribulation. He carefully avoids :date- 
setting and mere speculation, and sticks 
closely’ to the Word, following through 
the Book of Revelation, chapter by 
chapter. He points out many lessons 
and warnings that Christians will do 
well to heed in the time that remains 
before the awful days that will imme- 
diately precede the Lord’s return. And 
the author’s vivid description of the 
terrible judgments that will fall upon 
unrepentant individuals and upon the 
rebellious nations of earth should be 
sober reading ‘for any who have not yet 
availed themselves of the way of es- 
cape that a merciful God has made in 
the Lord Jesus Christ for all who will 
accept Him as their Saviour and Lord. 


This should be an excellent textbook — 


for Bibl schools and Bible classes. 
4 


“The Word of His Grace” 
(Continued from second page) 


them, and if so they have their purpose. 
Paul did the right thing about his thorn, 
for he prayed three times about it; but 
it was not taken away. 

To change the figure a little, our physi- 
cal trials are something like the ballast 
in a small sailboat. If you lift up the 
floor boards of a sloop, near the center- 
board, you will often see stones, or pieces 
of iron, or concrete blocks down along 
the keel, and if you knew nothing about 
sailing, you would be tempted to throw 
them overboard before starting out. But 
if you did, you would soon find that you 
could nét keep the sloop on her course, 
and in a gust of wind she would easily 
capsize. The weights are needed to keep 
her steady, upright, and on her course. 

In his fine book, “Men of the Cove- 
nant,”1 Dr. Alexander Smellie quotes 
some remarkable words spoken by John 
Burton. The question had arisen as to 
whether John Bunyan was qualified to 
be ordained as a minister, and some_ 
were opposed to his ordination. But 
John Burton stood up for his friend and 
said: 

“This man hath been chosen not out 
of an earthly But out of an heavenly 





1 Out of print. 
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university, where he hath by grace taken 
these three degrees, to wit, union with 
Christ, the anointing of the Spirit, and 
experience of the temptations of Satan.” 

It was because of these things, and 
especially the temptations, that John 
Bunyan was able to write “The Holy War,” 
“Grace Abounding,” “Pilgrim’s Progress,” 
ahd his other works, which are such a 
help to us today. 

2. The message from God. Though 
God did not see fit to answer Paul’s 
prayer in just the way he would have 
liked, yet he did give him a most en- 
couraging message, saying, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness” (v. 9). You 
see it is His grace that is sufficient, and 
not anything in ourselves; it is His 
strength, and not our own, that is made 
perfect in our weakness. That is, it is 
our very weakness that gives God the 
opportunity to pour His strength into us. 
And remember that little word is, for 
His grace and H® strength are ever 
present, always available to us. His 


| grace is like the sun in the heavens, or 
like the moonlight on the sea. However 
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fast you may travel in a train or an 
airplane on a bright day, the sun is al- 
ways there and you cannot get away 
from its light. As you cross the ocean 
you may have moonlit nights, and some- 
times you will see a silver path lying 
across the water, which seems to move 
along with the ship. Just as that soft 
light streams from the full moon across 
the dark sea, so you, too, may always 
have the Light of Life as you follow 
Him in His way (John 8:12). 

3. The “most gladly” of Paul, As Paul 
responds to this mesSage from God, he 
gets\ God’s. point of view. He goes, as 
it were, into his “high tower,” for that 
is one marginal reading for the word 
“refuge” in the phrase, “God is our 
refuge...” (Psa. 46:1, 7, 11, AS.V.). In 
a high tower you find peace, protection, 
and perspective. You get a better view 
of the surrounding country, and things 
fall into their rightful place, taking the 
right relationship to one another. So 
now Paul sees his trial as God sees it, 
and says, “Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.” He 
is now “looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for the 
joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God” (Heb. 12:2). 

You will notice that in the following 
verse (2 Cor. 12:10), Paul speaks of five 
kinds of trouble: infirmities, reproaches, 
necessities, persecutions, distresses for 
Christ’s sake. I am inclined to think 
that these include all the different kinds 
of trouble you will meet. Think, for 
instance, how much the little word 
“necessities” includes: keeping appoint- 
ments, making journeys, and ever get- 
ting up in the cold and dark of the 
early morning to have your quiet time 
over your Bible and in prayer with God. 


This is God’s sufficient grace, which © 


will sustain you in every trial. 

I should like to leave with you, in 
closing, these lines from one of Frances 
Ridley Havergal’s poems: 

Look to Him, and faith shall brighten, 

Hope shall soar, and love shall burn; 

Peace once more thy heart shall lighten, 

Rise! He calleth thee, return! 

Be not weary on thy way, 
Jesus is thy strength and stay. 
+ 4 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 





January 3 to 9 

Mon.—Acts 17:22-31. The God of Creation. 

Prayer Succestions: “God that made 
the world and all things therein . 
he is Lord of heaven and earth.” This 
message is of as primary importance to 
the church now. as it was in Paul’s day. 
Many are worshiping new gods that ate 














(19) 1095 








5 DAY 


Cr ones a OFFER 


ACCORDIONS 


Available to Christ- 
fan workers ond missioneriee ot 


AMAZING DISCOUNTS 






















SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE FOR 1955 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Dept. TSG $1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Will TRACTS HELP? 


When trouble, sorrow, 
needsor any other adver- 
sity afflicts your friends, 
be ready with a tract 
equal to the occasion. 
Many keep a variety on 
hand for sowing as seed 
in harrowed hearts. 


Beautiful—in Colors! 


Friends and others will wel- 
come them ond in turn use 
them to help others. They 
meet common problems: 
“Why | Go to-Church," "How 
to Pray," “One Church, Why 
mony Denominations?" 
“Somethitig for Nothing,” 
“Are You Movie Minded?” 
“An Alarming X-Ray," etc. 
lead naturolly to the Bible 
for further qyidance. 


Send $1 for a large 
supply of many fine 
tracts and booklets. 


BACK 10 GOD TRACT COMMITTEE 


47 JEFFERSON AVENUE 
Grand Rapids 2 Michigan 











1096. (20) 


Dr. DeHaan, 
‘the ear emaeed 


Class" Intergational 


This great: Bible teacher makes Simon Peter 


vitally real in relation to life today. You will 
thrill at the lessons here to be learned. They 


will reach into and change your life. Only $2.50, 


Other Books by Dr. DeHaan 


Siese af oe Seats in + $2.00 
wan lagtine Prophecy 
e og 


tion 
Broken Things es 
The amen oJ of the 
The Second Na orn pgm Jesus . 
Daniel 


the Pro 
eo Adventures pelt (Abraham) $2: 30 
@ 508 Auswers to Bible Questions $3.00 


At all religious bookstores or 


ondervan "ussuss 


GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 


Cindnes eattihee of "Radio Bible 
nal Broadcast 








PEWS, PULPIT « CHANCEL 
- — Furmilire 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Jan. 9) Dec. 25, 19 


only inventions of the imagination. The 
early verses in the Gospel of John re- 
veal the Creator of the world, incarnate 
in -human flesh for the purpose of our 
redemption (John 1:1-14). The God of 
creation is also the God of our salvation. 
Amazing condescension! Amazing grace! 
Pray for the opening of the eyes of mil- 
lions in heathen lands to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of the world. 


Tues.—Exodus 3:13-17. 
The Everlasting God. 
Prayer Succestions: “Thus shalt thou 
say unto the children of Israel, I AM 
hath sent me unto you.” This name of 
God is of incalculable importance. It 
signifies immensity, omnipresence, om- 
nipotence, and eternity, and all the 
gloties of His being and works. It in- 
dicates His sovereignty, unchangeable- 
ness, and consummate perfection. He is 
the great Original from whom all being 
is derived and upon whom all are utterly 
dependent. In this title, in simplicity, 
we have majesty, dignity, and inexpress- 
ible glory. Our GOD is the everlast- 
ing GOD were all the nations dead. He 
inhabiteth eternity, and holy and rev- 
erend is His name. Pray for deeper rev- 
erence for God. 


Wed.—Isaiah 40:9-17. 
The Omnipotent God. 
Prayer Succestions: “To whom then 
will ye liken God? or what likeness will 
ye compare unto him?” (v. 18.) Your 
apprehensions of the Creator can only 
be good and just when they are Scrip- 
tural.. His self-revelation of Himself to 
prophets and apostles is sufficient to 
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convey ‘to’ us the immeasurableness 
God's greatness. His infinite hand ‘} 
measured the waters of the sea, held the 
scales that weighed the mountains of the | 
world, and sustains all. Thus He con-) 
veys to us incomprehensible glories! 
Pray that God may be greater in your® 
consciougness every new day. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 40:18-31. 
Behold Your God! — 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Lift up your eyes 
on high, and behold who hath created | 
these things.” The greatness of God's 
almighty power appears in His creation 
of the heavens and the earth. The relax) 
tive positions of the earth and thesun™ 
determine our seasons; the moon influ-— 
ences our tides; and our time is regu- © 
lated by the stars. All declare that the” 
hand that made them is divine. The 
wisdom, goodness, and power of God are © 
unsearchable. Great as He is, He stoops © 
to minister to our troubled hearts (vs. 
28-31). Pray for more love to the God © 
of your life, and the Giver of all bless- 
ing. 4 
Fri—John 4:19-24. “Ged Is Spirit.” 

PraYER SuGcestions: “God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship him must wor- | 
ship- him in spirit and in truth.” God 
does not dwell in a material body. He 
is everywhere present, filling. Heaven © 
and earth. He is not far from any one | 
of us, for in Him we live and move and 
have our being. Therefore, worship of 
Him must be spiritual, sincere, whole- 
hearted. He “seeketh such to worship 
him.” Let all within you bless His holy © 
name. Pray for grace whey to “serve 
God acceptably* (Heb. 12:28, 29), 


Sat.—Hebrews 11:6-10. 
Faith, Our Approach to God. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Without faith it 
is impossible to please him.” Faith is 
more than sentiment, more than a nod 
to God. It involves actions befitting con- 
fidence in Him and His Word and ways. 
The heroes of faith expressed their faith © 
in works. Does your faith work by 
love? Is it indicated in obedience to 
God’s will? Pray for more faith of the 7 
kind that pleases God, and for grace to © 
show it. p 
Sun.—Psalm 42. “Hope in Ged.” 

PraYeER SuccEsTIons: “Why art thou 
cast down, O my soul? and why art 
thou disquieted within me? hope thou 
in God: for I shall yet praise him, 
who is the health of my countenance, 
and my God.” Do’ you know God as 
your Saviour? Then let Him be your 
help and comforter. Trouble will 
come, and changes of mood. You may 
even imagine that God has forgotten 
you. But remember that goodness 
and mercy shall follow you all the 
days of your life. Believe God. Ex- 
pect great things fron? God. Go for- 
svard in the way of righteousness. 
*ray for unshrinking faith and 
buoyant hope in God. 
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